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Amador County Board of Supervisors 

ACTION MINUTES  

REGULAR MEETING 
 
 

DATE: Tuesday, March 25, 2014 

TIME: 8:15 a.m. 

LOCATION: County Administration Center, 810 Court Street, Jackson, California  
 
 

The Board of Supervisors of the County of Amador met at the County Administration 

Center, 810 Court Street, Jackson, California, on the above date pursuant to adjournment, and the 

following proceedings were had, to wit: 

 

Present on Roll Call: 

 

Theodore F. Novelli, Chairman, District III 

Brian Oneto, Vice-Chairman, District V 

Richard M. Forster, Supervisor, District II  

  Louis D. Boitano, Supervisor, District IV 

John Plasse, Supervisor, District I 

 

Staff:  Charles T. Iley, County Administrative Officer 

Gregory Gillott, County Counsel 

Jennifer Burns, Clerk of the Board 

 

   

  

  
NOTE: These minutes remain in Draft form until approved by Minute Order at the next regular meeting of 

the Board of Supervisors. Any packets prepared by County Staff are hereby incorporated into these minutes 

by reference as though set forth in full.  Any staff report, recommended findings, mitigation measures, 

conditions, or recommendations which are referred to by Board members in their decisions which are 

contained in the staff reports are part of these minutes by reference only.  Any written material, petitions, 

packets, or comments received at the hearing also become a part of these minutes by reference. 
 
 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Chairman Novelli led the Board and the public in the Pledge of 

Allegiance 

 

CLOSED SESSION may be called for labor negotiations (pursuant to Government Code §54957.6), personnel 

matters (pursuant to Government Code §54957), real estate negotiations/acquisitions (pursuant to Government Code 

§54956.8), and/or pending or potential litigation (pursuant to Government Code §54956.9). At 8:30 a.m., the 

Board convened into closed session.   

 

REGULAR SESSION: At 9:00 a.m., the Board reconvened into regular session. Chairman 

Novelli reported the following issues were reviewed in closed session: 
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Conference with Labor Negotiators: Pursuant to Government Code Section 54957.6. County 

Negotiator: Greg Gillott, County Counsel, Chuck Iley, County Administrative Officer, Scott 

Kasper, Human Resource Director and Diana Doughtie, IEDA. Employee Organization: All 

Units  

 

ACTION: Update given. 

 

Conference with County Counsel - Existing Litigation [Government Code 54956.9(a)]:  

County of Amador v. Kenneth L. Salazar, Secretary of the Interior; et al: In the United States 

District Court for the District of Columbia, Case No. 1:05-CV- 00658 (RWR)  

 

ACTION: Update given. 

 

County of Amador v. Department of the Interior, Ken Salazar, Secretary of the Interior; et al, In 

the United States District Court for the Eastern District of California. Case No. 2:12-CV-01710-

JAM-CKD  

 

ACTION: Nothing to report. 

 

Conference with County Counsel – Potential Litigation [Government Code 54956.9(b)]:  

Buena Vista Rancheria [Government Code 54956.9 (b)]  

 

 

Confidential Minutes: Review and approval of the confidential minutes of March 11, 2014. 

   

ACTION: The confidential minuets of March 11, 2014 will be held over for 

approval at a future meeting.  

 

 

AGENDA:  Approval of agenda for this date; any and all off-agenda items must be approved by 

the Board (pursuant to §54954.2 of the Government Code.) 

 

 ACTION: Approved pursuant to the following motion. 

 

MOTION: It was moved by Supervisor Oneto, seconded by Supervisor Plasse 

and unanimously carried to approve the agenda as amended above.  

 
  

PUBLIC MATTERS NOT ON THE AGENDA: Discussion items only, no action to be taken.  

Any person may address the Board at this time upon any subject within the jurisdiction of the 

Amador County Board of Supervisors; however, any matter that requires action may be referred 

to staff and/or Committee for a report and recommendation for possible action at a subsequent 

Board meeting.  Please note - there is a three (3) minute limit per person. 
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Central Sierra Connect:  Mr. Darrel Slocum, Marketing Director, addressed the Board and 

extended an invitation to the Board for the Regional Broadband Summit which will take place at 

the Black Oak Casino Resort Hotel on April 24, 2014 from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Mr. Slocum 

stated the morning session will focus on “Closing the Digital Divide in our Rural Communities”, 

lunchtime will be joined by guest speaker, Chairman of the Board of Supervisors of Santa Cruz, 

California and the afternoon session will end with “How to Create a Broadband Policy for your 

Community”.   

 

Amador County Historical Society:  Ms. Judy Jebian, ACHS Chairperson, addressed the Board 

and provided the 2013 annual report.   She stated the museum reopened on June 17, 2013 after 

five years of closure.  The Amador County Historical Society secured a management agreement 

with the County in January 2013 and began making much need repairs as well as completing and 

inventory of the collection housed in the museum.  She continued by stating seismic 

reinforcement, water damage repair, dry wall repair and painting the interior and exterior and 

refurbishing of exhibits was also completed.   Ms. Jebian advised the museum is held open for 

visitors on the weekends from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. and the mine model exhibit and tour is 

offered at 12:00 noon and 1:00 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday. She stated museum volunteers 

have logged over 1900 hours of work at the museum and have received approximately 850 

visitors from near and far since the reopening.  Looking toward sthe future, Ms. Jebian stated 

volunteers will be looking at several big and costly projects such as, expansion of the museum 

collection to include agricultural artifacts, signage, and ADA compliant restroom and restoration 

of the sewer line.  Ms. Jebian thanked the Board for their support of the museum restoration 

project thus far.  

 

Amador City Bridge Project:  Mr. Aaron Brusatori, representing Amador City, invited the 

Board to attend a ribbon cutting and bridge dedication ceremony for the Amador City Bridge on 

April 12
th

 at 1:00 p.m.   

 

Amador County Sign Ordinance:  Supervisor Boitano stated for the record that anyone 

involved in the upcoming election is required to obtain a permit for any political signs to be 

posted.  He noted there is a fee for the permit however it is partially reimbursed after the 

election.  Supervisor Boitano stated it is his opinion that anyone violating the sign ordinance 

should be referred to Code Enforcement and signs would be removed.  

 

Fire Safety:  Chairman Novelli reported a fire on Sugar Pine Drive and on Latrobe Road over 

the weekend.  He stated both fires started as control burns, but got out of control.  He also 

advised CalFire is reporting 700 fires in the State to day.  He urged everyone to be fire safe when 

burning and to use extreme caution during this very dangerous fire season.  

 

Storm Water Program:  Supervisor Oneto reported the California State Regional Water Control 

Board has directed Amador County to implement a Stormwater Permit Program.  This program 

is estimated to impact the County budget in the approximate amount of $80,000.00.  Mr. Aaron 

Brustaori, Community Development Director, stated the program that Supervisor Oneto is 

referring to is the Phase II MS4 Stormwater Permit Program.  He advised he will be providing an 

outline and details of the program to the Board at the April 8, 2014 meeting.  
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CONSENT AGENDA: Items listed on the consent agenda (see attached) are considered routine 

and may be enacted by one motion.  Any item may be removed for discussion and made a part of 

the regular agenda at the request of a Board member(s). 

 

Supervisor Forster advised the following changes to Item 7b on the Consent Agenda. 

 

California State Association of Counties Excess Insurance Authority:  Approval of  the 

replacement of Supervisor Richard M. Forster Supervisor John Plasse as the representative on 

the subject authority with Lisa Hopkins, Risk Manager.   

 

  

 ACTION: Approved pursuant to the following motion. 

 

MOTION: It was moved by Supervisor Forster, seconded by Supervisor Boitano 

unanimously carried to approve the consent agenda as amended.  

 
  

REGULAR AGENDA 

 

 Amador County Child Abuse Prevention Month:  Discussion and possible action 

relative to adoption and approval of Resolution #14-018 proclaiming the month of April as 

Amador County Child Abuse Prevention Month.  

 

 Chairman Novelli presented Resolution #14-018 to Ms. Tracy Carlton, Project 

Coordinator for First 5 Amador/Child Abuse Prevention Council and Ms. Erika Simmons. 

 

  Ms. Tracy Carlton, Project Coordinator, addressed the Board and stated one of the goals 

of the Council is to make the community members aware of what child abuse is, how to 

recognize it, how to report it, and what resources are available in our County to support families 

and children.  She stated for the 2012-2013 fiscal year, the Amador County Department of Social 

Services reported the following numbers regarding Child Abuse in Amador County: 

 

 Reports received:  581 

Types of Child Abuse Allegations: 

 Neglect:  276 

 Emotional Abuse:  163 

 Physical Abuse:  127 

 Sexual Abuse/Exploitation:  28 

 Other:  5 

 

She continued by stating in an effort to bring awareness and education to the community, 

recognition is being focus on Child Abuse Prevention Month in three ways: 

 

 6
th

 Annual Bowling for Kids to be held on Saturday March 29
th
 from 11:00 a.m. 

to 2:00 p.m. at Gold Country Lanes Bowling Center. 
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 Period of Purple Crying, a frustrating period of increased crying all infants 

experience in the first few months of life; knitters and crochetors throughout the 

county are being encouraged to create purple caps and blankets for newborn 

babies of Amador County to help bring attention and educate parents about this 

sensitive time and to the dangers of reacting if frustration with a baby’s crying, 

such asa shaking or harming them in some other way. (presented by Ms. Erika 

Simmons) 

 16
th

 Annual Celebrate Our Children Event, will be held on April 26
th

 from 

11:00-2:00 p.m. at Argonaut High School and will include food, crafts, music and 

resources for families. (presented by Ms. Erika Simmons) 

 

 

 

Discussion ensued with Supervisor Oneto requesting additional detailed statistics 

regarding child abuse reports be included in the final report that would substantiate how many 

reports had merit or were valid.  

 

ACTION: Resolution adopted pursuant to the following motion.  

 

 MOTION: It was moved by Supervisor Boitano, seconded by Supervisor Forster 

and unanimously carried to adopt 14-018 resolution proclaiming the month of April as 

Amador County Child Abuse Prevention Month.  

 

 Rabb-Collins Estate:  Discussion and possible action relative to the disposition of the 

Rabb-Collins Estate collection. 

 

 Mr. Chuck Iley, County Administrative Officer, summarized a memo relative to this 

subject that is incorporated in full in the Board packet for today’s date.  He stated the County 

now has the items designated by the court in its possession.  The items have been appraised and 

have an appraised value of $63,025.00.  He continued by stating the County has received a 

request from the Amador County Historical Society (ACHS) to accession some of the items to 

the museum.  The appraised value of the items requested by ACHS is $33,868.00. The value of 

the items not requested by ACHS is appraised at $29,157.00.  He stated there are two chairs that 

have been requested by ACHS that are part of a set that would then be broken up, leaving the 

partial set worth significantly less. Mr. Iley also stated there were significant legal challenges to 

the disposition of the items held by Ms. Rabb-Collins’ trust.  The County was required to secure 

outside legal counsel to assert its rights, even though we were prohibited from taking an 

inventory and appraising the value of the items.  He also noted the County spent $46,872.00 in 

defense of the County’s right to the items, and the subsequent inventory, transport and appraisal.  

He stated staff is recommending these costs be deducted from the proceeds generated by the sale 

of the Rabb-Collins items.   Given that the estimated value of the items to be sold is less than the 

costs that the County has incurred to date working with these items, it is likely that nothing 

would be left to be used for the Museum or the Historical Society in this case.  Mr. Iley also 

noted for the record that Rabb Collins was dedicated to the County with the intention of 

benefitting the County Museum.   
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 Discussion ensued with the following individuals wishing to speak relative to this matter: 

 

 Ms. Judy Jebian, District I resident 

 Mr. Phillip Giurlani, District I resident 

 Ms. Georgia Fox, District IV resident 

 Ms. Linda Hawthorne, Personal Property Appraiser  

 

 Supervisor Boitano stated he would like to suggest taking this matter under advisement to 

allow the Board to view the furniture, specifically the set that may be separated as well as the 

photographs of the entire collection, prior to making a decision. 

 

Supervisor Forster stated we would like to move forward with direction today and rely on 

the recommendation of staff that have had the opportunity to work with the appraiser to establish 

value and determine the decrease in value that may occur if the set is separated, and decide on 

the method of sale.  

 

 Lengthy discussion ensued with the following action being taken: 

 

 ACTION: Direction given pursuant to the following motion.  

 

 MOTION: It was moved by Supervisor Forster, seconded by Supervisor Plasse 

and carried to allow the Amador County Historical Society to take possession of the items 

they have requested (except for the 2 side chairs that are part of a set) with subsequent 

items being sold under advisement from staff and Supervisors, and the portion of monies 

received from the sale be used to replace the sewer line at the museum and the remainder 

of the money going toward costs incurred by the County in securing these items.  

Ayes: Supervisors Plasse, Forster, Novelli and Oneto 

Noes: Supervisor Boitano 

 

 

 

 Community Development Agency: Discussion and possible action relative to setting the 

roadway width of the the new bridge and determining the preferred construction staging 

alternative for the Fiddletown Road Bridge.  

 

 Mr. Aaron Brusatori, Community Development Director, addressed the Board and 

reviewed a memorandum outlining this matter and presented staff recommedations for clear 

width of bridge and the construction staging.  A complete copy of the memorandum is 

incorporated in full in the Board packet for today’s date. 

 

 In summary the recommendation is that the bridge be designed for a 30 foot clear width, 

providing 11-ft traveled lanes and 4-ft. shoulders .  Mr. Brustatori stated this recommendation is 

based on community input and the minimum shoulder width recommended by ASSHTO for safe 

pedestrian and bicycle use.  While this portion of Fiddletown Road is not heavily used by 

pedestrians and bicyclists, 4ft. shoulders would accommodate the occasional pedestrian and 

bicyclists that use the bridge.  He also noted that the Board would be required to process a design 
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exception since this bridge clear width is less than the County standard for this roadway 

classification and ADT.  He continued by stating, due to the rural nature of the area and existing 

roadway and shoulder widths, the Caltrans and County standard bridge widths are not 

recommended.  These alternatives would create unnecessary permanent impact to adjacent 

properties, increase project cost, and go against the community’s desire for a narrower bridge.  

However, he stated, the 19-ft clear width alternative (requested by some community members) is 

not recommended as it does not meet any design standard.   

 

 Discussion ensued with the following action being taken. 

 

 ACTION: Direction given pursuant to the following motion.  

 

 MOTION: It was moved by Supervisor Oneto, seconded by Supervisor Plasse 

and unanimously carried to establish roadway width of 30 feet and establish a two lane 

temporary detour as the preferred construction alternative to maintain 2-lanes of traffic 

and minimize the duration of construction.  

 

 

Minutes:  Review and approval of the March 11, 2014 Board of Supervisors meeting 

minutes.  

 

ACTION: Approved pursuant to the following motion.   

 

MOTION: It was moved by Supervisor Forster, seconded by Supervisor Oneto 

and unanimously carried to approve the March 11, 2014 Board of Supervisors meeting 

minutes.  

 

 
 

ADJOURNMENT:  Until Tuesday, April 8, 2014, at 8:30 a.m. 
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NOTE: Items listed on the consent agenda are considered routine and may be enacted by one motion.  Any item may be 

removed for discussion and possible action, and made a part of the regular agenda at the request of a Board member(s). 

 
 
1. BUDGET MATTERS None  
 
 
2. TAX MATTERS  None 
 
 

3. RESOLUTIONS    

 

A. Administrative Agency (#14-19):  Approval of a resolution proclaiming March 30 

through April  5, 2014 as “Safety Seat Checkup Week” requested by SafetyBeltSafe 

U.S.A., who has dedicated more than 30 years to protecting children from injury or death 

while being transported in a motor vehicle.  

B. Transportation and Public Works (#14-20):  Approval of a resolution approving 

changes to the  Amador County Maintained Mileage List, pursuant to Section 2121 of the 

California  Street and Highways Code.   

 

 

4. AGREEMENTS  

 

A. Sheriff’s Office:  Approval of United States Forest Service (USFS) Agreement 

committing the Amador County Sheriff’s Office to perform patrol and controlled 

substance investigations/enforcement on USFS properties within Amador County.     

B. Sheriff’s Office:  Approval of a State of California Department of Boating and 

Waterways (DBAW) grant authorizing the Amador County Sheriff’s Office to purchase a 

replacement patrol vessel utilizing DBAW funds.  This process is consistent with the 

manner in which all prior patrol vessels have been purchased.  

C. Health and Human Services:  Approval of an Amended Agreement with California 

Department of Public Health Hospital Preparedness to accept carryover funding from 

Fiscal Year 2012/13 into Fiscal Year 2013/14 in the amount of $25,129.00.  

D. Health and Human Services:  Approval of an Agreement between Amador County 

Behavioral Health Department and Sutter–Yuba Mental Health, which operates a 

Psychiatric Health Facility and will provide psychiatric inpatient services to residents of 

Amador County over the age of eighteen who are eligible for Mental Health Services.   

E. Planning Department:  Approval of a Professional Services Agreement with Pacific 

Municipal Consultants to assist in updating the County’s Housing Element on a time-

and-materials basis, with a cost-not-to-exceed limit of $18,500.00. 

 

 

 

AMADOR COUNTY 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

 

C O N S E N T   A G E N D A 

 

March 25, 2014 
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5. ORDINANCES  

 

A. Community Developmen (#1734)t:  Approval of an ordinance amending Amador 

County Codes Chapter 15.30 Fire and Life Safety Regulations, Chapter 12.08 County 

Roads, Chapter 17.28 General Design and Improvement Standards, and Chapter 17.90 

Street and Road Design and Improvement Standards.  

B. Community Development (#1735):  Approval of an ordinance adding Subsection 15.10 

to Chapter 15.  Adopting Regulations for Limited Density Owner-Built Rural Dwellings.  

 

6. MISCELLANEOUS APPOINTMENTS/RESIGNATIONS None  

 

 

7. MISCELLANEOUS       

  

 

A.  Behavioral Health Advisory Board:  Approval of the Amended By-Laws for the 

 Amador County Behavioral Health Advisory Board as submitted by Mr. John Jahn, 

 Chairman of subject Board.  

B. California State Association of Counties Excess Insurance Authority:  Approval of 

 the replacement of Supervisor Richard M. Forster as the representative on the subject 

 authority with Lisa Hopkins, Risk Manager.   

 

 

8. GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE   

 

A. Notice of Public Meeting from the Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board 

scheduled for March 27 and 28
th

, 2014 at 9 a.m. at the Rancho Cordova office.  Copies of 

the items to be considered by the Board are posted on the Board’s website at 

http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/centralvalley/boardinfo/meetings  

B. Notice of Location Change from the Fish and Game Commission for Adoption Hearing 

on Proposed Regulatory Action published in the California Regulatory Notice Register 

2014, No. 3-Z, on January 17, 2014, relative to ocean salmon sport fishing during April 

2014 and ocean salmon possession limits. www.fgc.ca.gov  

C. Local Detention Facility Health Inspection Reports for the Amador Superior Court-

temporary Holding Facility and the Amador County Sheriff’s Office-Detention Facility 

conducted on December 17, 2013 by the Amador County Public Health Department in 

cooperation with the Amador County Environmental Health Department.  

D. Memorandum from the Building Department relative to a recap of activity during 

February 2014 totaling $ 13,486.23.   

E.  Auditor’s check register dated March 10, 2014 totaling $ 243,751.32. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/centralvalley/board
http://www.fgc.ca.gov/
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____________________________________________ 

    THEODORE F. NOVELLI, Chairman 

    Board of Supervisors 

 

 

ATTEST: 

JENNIFER BURNS, Clerk of the  

Board of Supervisors, Amador County,  

California 

______________________________ 

Deputy  

 

 

 


