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Amador County Board of Supervisors 

ACTION MINUTES  

REGULAR MEETING 
 
 

DATE: Tuesday, April 22, 2014 

TIME: 8:30 a.m. 

LOCATION: County Administration Center, 810 Court Street, Jackson, California  
 
 

The Board of Supervisors of the County of Amador met at the County Administration 

Center, 810 Court Street, Jackson, California, on the above date pursuant to adjournment, and the 

following proceedings were had, to wit: 

 

Present on Roll Call: 

 

Theodore F. Novelli, Chairman, District III 

Brian Oneto, Vice-Chairman, District V 

Richard M. Forster, Supervisor, District II  

  Louis D. Boitano, Supervisor, District IV 

John Plasse, Supervisor, District I 

 

Staff:  Charles T. Iley, County Administrative Officer 

Gregory Gillott, County Counsel 

Jennifer Burns, Clerk of the Board 

 

   

  

  
NOTE: These minutes remain in Draft form until approved by Minute Order at the next regular meeting of 

the Board of Supervisors. Any packets prepared by County Staff are hereby incorporated into these minutes 

by reference as though set forth in full.  Any staff report, recommended findings, mitigation measures, 

conditions, or recommendations which are referred to by Board members in their decisions which are 

contained in the staff reports are part of these minutes by reference only.  Any written material, petitions, 

packets, or comments received at the hearing also become a part of these minutes by reference. 
 
 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Chairman Novelli led the Board and the public in the Pledge of 

Allegiance 

 

CLOSED SESSION may be called for labor negotiations (pursuant to Government Code §54957.6), personnel 

matters (pursuant to Government Code §54957), real estate negotiations/acquisitions (pursuant to Government Code 

§54956.8), and/or pending or potential litigation (pursuant to Government Code §54956.9). At 8:30 a.m., the 

Board convened into closed session.   

 

REGULAR SESSION: At 9:00 a.m., the Board reconvened into regular session. Chairman 

Novelli reported the following issues were reviewed in closed session: 
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Conference with Labor Negotiators: Pursuant to Government Code Section 54957.6.  County 

Negotiator: Greg Gillott, County Counsel, Chuck Iley, County Administrative Officer, Scott 

Kasper, Human Resource Director and Diana Doughtie, IEDA.  Employee Organization: All 

Units 

 

ACTION: Update only.  

 

Conference with County Counsel - Existing Litigation [Government Code 54956.9(a)]: 

County of Amador v. Kenneth L. Salazar, Secretary of  the Interior; et al: In the   United  States 

District Court for the District of Columbia, Case No. 1:05-CV-00658 (RWR) 

 

ACTION: Nothing to report. 

 

County of Amador v. Department of the Interior, Ken Salazar, Secretary of the Interior; et al, In 

the United States District Court for the Eastern District of California.  Case No. 2:12-CV-01710-

JAM-CKD 

 

ACTION: Nothing to report. 

 

Conference with County Counsel – Potential Litigation [Government Code 54956.9(b)]: 

Buena Vista Rancheria [Government Code 54956.9 (b)] 

 

ACTION: Update given. 

 

Confidential Minutes:  Review and approval of the confidential minutes of April 22, 2014. 

 

ACTION: It was moved by Supervisor Forster, seconded by Supervisor Plasse and 

unanimously carried to approve the confidential minutes of April 22, 2014. 

 

AGENDA:  Approval of agenda for this date; any and all off-agenda items must be approved by 

the Board (pursuant to §54954.2 of the Government Code.) 

 

 ACTION: Approved pursuant to the following motion. 

 

MOTION: It was moved by Supervisor Oneto, seconded by Supervisor Forster 

and unanimously carried to approve the agenda as amended above.  

 
  

PUBLIC MATTERS NOT ON THE AGENDA: Discussion items only, no action to be taken.  

Any person may address the Board at this time upon any subject within the jurisdiction of the 

Amador County Board of Supervisors; however, any matter that requires action may be referred 

to staff and/or Committee for a report and recommendation for possible action at a subsequent 

Board meeting.  Please note - there is a three (3) minute limit per person. 
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Chaw’se Indian Grinding Rock State Historic Park:  Ms. Anne Heissenbuttel, representing 

Chaw’se Indian Grinding Rock Association, addressed the Board and invited the Board to attend 

Chaw’se Day which will be held on May 17, 2014 from 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at the Chaw’se 

Indian Grinding Rock State Historic Park.  Ms. Heissenbuttel noted there will be guided park 

tours, artifact displays, Indian cuisine, games, dancing, crafts and more.  She encouraged 

everyone to attend.  

 

Assembly Bill 2205: Mr. Nick Stone addressed the Board and encouraged Board support of AB 

2205 which would give the decision making process back to local jurisdictions and not in the 

hands of the Department of Fish and Game as it relates to the hunting of bear and bobcat with 

hounds.  He stated Senate Bill 1221 was previously passed that banned that type of hunting, 

which the Amador County Board of Supervisors opposed. 

 

Senate Bill 1199:  Ms. Sherry Curtis, District III resident, addressed the Board and encouraged 

the Board to continue to strongly oppose SB1199.  Ms. Curtis referred to the federal register and  

briefly outlined some key points that were relative to this matter.   

 

Senate Bill 1199:  Supervisor John Plasse advised he attended a recent Jackson Valley Irrigation 

District meeting wherein the topic of Senate Bill 1199 was discussed.  He wanted to call specific 

attention to the law that requires a study be conducted to define the suitability of waterways to be 

designated Wild and Scenic.  He stated to fully understand the issue at hand and the potential 

impacts, the public and those interested need to carefully read not only Senate Bill 1199 but also 

the Wild and Scenic Act.  He stated the Act defines the potential regulations.   

 

Local Hero:  Supervisor Oneto wanted to express his gratitude to Mr. Eldon Waite for 

successfully stopping the recent Mule Creek escapees and securing them until law enforcement 

and prison officials could take them into custody.  Supervisor Oneto stated Mr. Waite is diligent 

about keeping the Willow Creek area safe and deserves to be recognized for his efforts.  

Supervisor Forster expounded on this by stating he has been advised that the fence these inmates 

went over to escape was a ten foot fence that routinely is scaled for inmates to gather contraband.  

Supervisor Forster stated the prison has recently received approval to construct a 12 foot fence 

with razor wire to hopefully eliminate future escapes from the minimum security yard.  

 

2014-2015 Budget Workshop:  Mr. Chuck Iley, County Administrative Officer, announced the 

2014-2015 Budget Workshop will be held on April 30
th

 at 8:00 a.m. the Board will review each 

County Department budget at this workshop.  

 

Veterans Outreach:  Chairman Novelli announced a Veterans Outreach event will be held on 

May 1, 2014 from 11:00-3:30 at the American Legion Hall, he encouraged all Veterans and their 

families to attend.  

 

2014 Primary Election:  Chairman Novelli advised the Elections Department is still seeking 

volunteer help with the upcoming election on June 3, 2014 and encouraged interested parties to 

contact the Elections Department.   
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CONSENT AGENDA: Items listed on the consent agenda (see attached) are considered routine 

and may be enacted by one motion.  Any item may be removed for discussion and made a part of 

the regular agenda at the request of a Board member(s). 

 

  

MOTION: It was moved by Supervisor Forster, seconded by Supervisor Boitano  

and unanimously carried to approve the consent agenda as presented.   

 
 

REGULAR AGENDA 

 

 Common Ground Senior Services (CGSS):  Discussion and possible action relative to a 

presentation by Ms. Elizabeth Thompson, CGSS Executive Director, relative to the annual report 

for Common Ground for 2013 and approval of allocation of the budgeted $6,000.00 for fiscal 

year 2013-2014.  

 

 Ms. Elizabeth Thompson, Common Ground Senior Services, addressed the Board and 

presented the 2013 Annual Report for Common Ground Senior Services.  

 

 ACTION: Direction given to release the $6,000.00 allocated for Common 

Ground Senior Services, Meals-On-Wheels Program in the 2013-2014 Budget.  

 

 Coast2Coast Rx Card Program:  Presentation of annual proceeds from the Amador 

County Coast2Coast Prescription Card Program to Amador-Tuolumne Community Action 

Agency (A-TCAA), and Common Ground Senior Services in the amount of $9,413.29 

respectively.   

 

 ACTION: Supervisor John Plasse made the presentation to both entities listed 

above and directed staff to release the funds.   

 

 Amador Economic Development Partnership Program-Economic Gardening:  

Discussion and possible action relative to a request for Amador County Partnership regarding 

investment in the subject Program.  

 

 Mr. Jim Gullett, Amador County Business Council (ACBC), addressed the Board and 

stated the ACBC has embarked on one of their most important activities, the creation of an 

aggressive, well focused and funded Economic Development Corporation which will be known 

as the Amador Economic Development Partnership (AEDP).  He stated the AEDP is designed to 

do the following: 

 Expand Amador County’s economic base through countywide collaboration. 

 Secure new investment and jobs. 

 Expand business opportunities for existing Amador county businesses. 

 Create a more favorable image of Amador County as a place to do business. 

 Provide Amador County the necessary resources to act as a catalyst for business deals 

impacting its future growth.  
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Mr. Gullett continued by stating the AEDP is a 501c tax exempt organization recognized by 

both federal and state regulatory agencies.  He stated at this point the AEDP is continuing its 

financial outreach to key Amador County businesses as well as public sector entities.  He advised 

the AEDP is requesting Amador County invest $15,000.00 in the newly created AEDP 

organization, the funds will be used exclusively to fund the Economic Gardening per client 

program cost with no county monies spent on Partnership Administrative costs. In addition, the 

investment will entitle the County to one seat on the Partnership Board of Directors.  

 

 Mr. Jim Conklin, Executive Director of Business Council, sited specific examples of how 

monies are currently being used and outlined private sector funding and public sector funding 

that has been received thus far.  He also noted that Amador County’s Economic Gardening 

Program is currently in operation in four county businesses: Pine Grove Group, a circuit board 

manufacturer in Pioneer, Piranha Propellers, a Jackson based manufacturer of boat propellers, 

Helwig Winery, a Plymouth vineyard and winery and the National Hotel, a full service luxury 

boutique hotel in Jackson.   

 

 Chairman Novelli opened this matter up to public comment at this time.  The following 

individuals spoke in favor of the Economic Gardening Program. 

 

 Ms. Sherry Curtis, District III resident 

 Mr. Mike Spence, District III resident 

  

 Ms. Connie Gonsalves, Vice-Mayor, City of Jackson, City of Jackson addressed the 

Board and stated the City of Jackson has contributed to this program for two years.  She noted 

that although she was hesitant at first, she feels it is a good investment and that government and 

private citizens should work together as a group to improve economic stability in the 

Community. 

 

 Further discussion ensued relative to the legalities of this program as it relates to 

expenditure of public funds. 

  

 ACTION: Direction was given to have County Counsel review this proposal as it 

relates to avoiding any nexus issues and legalities of expenditure of public funds and bring 

back to the Administration Committee for review and to the full Board for discussion and 

possible action.   

  

 Jackson Valley Irrigation District (JVID):  Discussion and possible action relative to a 

request from JVID to consider a loan for $180,000.00 from the Water Development Fund to help 

fund a Conservation/Meter Project in the Jackson Valley.  

 

 Mr. Steve Fredrick, Jackson Valley Irrigation District (JVID) addressed the Board and 

stated JVID is currently facing some drastic decisions specific to the release and use of water for 

the 2014 irrigation season. As of January 2014, JVID has declared an official “water shortage” 

and as part of that decision has passed numerous policy changes; one item is to require all 

members of the District that will be taking water for the 2014 irrigation season to install meters. 

Historically the District billed water on a flat rate billing schedule based on USDA crop water 
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use standards. This seemed to work fine when there was plenty of water in the reservoir. As of 

today, the lake sits at about 50% of capacity. JVID’s drought committee has met numerous times 

and have decided on roughly a 50% allotment for irrigation needs within the district. In order to 

manage this allotted water and protect the available water in storage in Lake Amador, a meter 

must be installed. In addition he noted, JVID is also looking at the budget problems associated 

with the drought and the inability to sell the needed water to stay financially sound, JVID is 

looking at a possible $30,000 deficit for 2014 even with a temporary rate increase of double. 

With this in mind, the District is placing the financial burden of the initial meter expenses on the 

irrigators themselves. This is not a small or easy task to require roughly 60 users to install a 

meter before irrigation season that may cost anywhere from $1,000 to $3,000 dependent on 

installation costs. With already doubling of the water rate and 50% reduction of water some 

farmers and ranchers have found their breaking point and the meters are an dditional burden that 

are adding to the problem.   Mr. Frederick continued by stating JVID is requesting the Amador 

County Board of Supervisors to consider a loan for $180,000 from the Water Development Fund 

with terms negotiable to lend JVID with the specific use to help fund a Conservation / Meter 

project in the Jackson Valley that may help take the financial burden of the individual farmers 

and ranchers of the Jackson Valley. By helping JVID conserve and better manage the water of 

the District directly helps the whole County of Amador.  

 

 Discussion ensued with the following action being taken. 

 

 ACTION: Direction given pursuant to the following motion.  

 

 MOTION: It was moved by Supervisor Forster, seconded by Supervisor Boitano 

and unanimously carried to approve the loan for $180,000.00 from the Water Improvement 

Fund with conditions mirroring the language of the loan agreement with the Amador 

Water Agency.  

 

 Wildfire Awareness Week:  Discussion and possible action relative to adoption of a 

resolution in support of Wildfire Awareness Week, May 4-10, 2014.  

 

 Discussion ensued with the following action being taken. 

 

 ACTION: Direction given pursuant to the following motion. 

 

 MOTION: It was moved by Supervisor Plasse, seconded by Supervisor Oneto 

and unanimously carried to adopt the following resolution proclaiming May 4-10, 2014 as 

Wildfire Awareness Week.  

 

RESOLUTION NO. 14-027 

  

Resolution proclaiming May 4-10, 2014 as Wilfire Awareness Week. 
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 Amador Fire Safe Council:  Discussion and possible action relative to a presentation by 

the Amador Fire Safe Council relative to the progress in developing the High Country CWPP. 

 

 ACTION:  Presentation only.  

 

 Community Development Agency:  Discussion and possible action relative to an update 

regarding Amador County Recreation Agency Park impact fees charged for new home 

construction. 

 

 ACTION: Direction given pursuant to the following motion.  

 

 MOTION:  It was moved by Supervisor Plasse, seconded by Supervisor Oneto 

and unanimously carried to request the Amador County Recreation representatives 

request this matter be placed on an upcoming agenda for consideration of updating their 

plan given the new numbers for growth and cost per acre.  

 

 California Water Action Plan:  Discussion and possible action relative to the subject 

Plan and the Brown Administration’s Sustainable Groundwater Management draft framework. 

 

 Supervisor Oneto provided a summary of the subject item by reviewing a memorandum 

dated April 4, 2014 from the Regional Council of Rural Counties which is incorporated in full in 

the Board packet for today’s date.  Supervisor Oneto stated he will be attending a RCRC meeting 

soon and is seeking Board direction as to how to respond to this matter.     

 

 ACTION: Board consensus to support RCRC’s position in maintaining local 

control. 

 

 National Guard Training:  Discussion and possible action relative to approval of the 

Chairman’s signature on a letter of support regarding continued National Guard Training at the 

Cal Fire Academy in Ione and Lake Pardee. 

 

 Chairman Novelli was at a State Fire Meeting and the director of CalFire made a 

comment in regards to Pardee Lake, anytime we need to train for fire, use  

 

 ACTION: Direction given pursuant to the following motion.  

 

 MOTION: It was moved by Supervisor Oneto, seconded by Supervisor Plasse 

and unanimously carried to approve the Chairman’s signature on a letter to CalFire and 

legislators relative to support that the National Guard Training at the Cal Fire Academy in 

Ione and Lake Pardee continue.  
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**10:30 A.M.** 
 

PUBLIC HEARING 
 

 Health and Human Services:  Discussion and possible action relative to a public 

hearing to consider a transfer of funds from the Social Services Realignment Trust Fund to the 

Health Realignment Trust Fund for Fiscal Year 2012/2013.   

 

 Chairman Novelli opened the public hearing at this time.  Hearing no public comment the 

following actions were taken.  

 

 ACTION #1: Public Hearing closed pursuant to the following motion.   

 

 MOTION #1:  It was moved by Supervisor Forster, seconded by Supervisor Boitano 

and unanimously carried to close public hearing. 

 

 ACTION #2:   Approved pursuant to the following motion.  

 

 MOTION #2:   It was moved by Supervisor Boitano, seconded by Supervisor Plasse, 

and unanimously carried to approve the following resolution authorizing the transfer of 

funds from the Social Services Realignment Trust Fund to the Health Realignment Trust 

Fund for Fiscal Year 2012/2013. 

 

RESOULUTION NO. 14-046 

 

 Resolution approving transfer of funds from the Social Services Trust Fund to the 

Health Trust Fund for the Fiscal Year 2012/2013. 

 

 
 

ADJOURNMENT:  Until Tuesday, May 13, 2014, at 8:30 a.m. 
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NOTE: Items listed on the consent agenda are considered routine and may be enacted by one motion.  Any item may be 

removed for discussion and possible action, and made a part of the regular agenda at the request of a Board member(s). 

 
 
1. BUDGET MATTERS  

 

A. General Services Administration:  Approval to transfer revenue from Capital Facilities 

Fees cash fund (18100, 101184) in the amount of $13,000.00 to Capital Improvement 

Facilities cash fund (18100, 101181). 

B. Grand Jury:  Approval of a request for allocation of additional funding to the Grand 

Jury in the amount of $10,000.00 to continue their duties for the remainder of the fiscal 

year.   

C. General Services Administration: Approval of increases to the Airport Budget Expense 

Line Item 7900-52900 for additional fuel purchases, and increase the Airport Budget 

Revenue Line Item 7900-47890 to offset the additional expenses.  

 

2. TAX MATTERS  None 

 

 

3. RESOLUTIONS    

 

A. Human Resources:  Approval of a resolution recognizing employees who have reached 

 twenty and twenty-five years of service with the County of Amador in 2014.  

 

 

4. AGREEMENTS  

 

A. Health and Human Services:  Approval of a Memorandum of Understanding between 

the California Department of State Hospitals (DHS) and the California Mental Health 

Services Authority (CalMHSA) and Participating Counties.    

B. Probation Department:  Approval of an agreement between the Probation Department 

and Access Capital Services, Inc. to provide comprehensive collection services for 

delinquent accounts.  This is a new master contract between Access Collections and 

Administrative Office of the Courts “AOC”. 

C. Human Resources:  Approval of an updated plan from Great West Life and Annuity  

 Insurance Company that apply to the Application for Group Annuity Contract, 

 Agreement for Recordkeeping and Communication Services, and a Letter Agreement 

 which reduces the fees from 1.25% to .55%. 

AMADOR COUNTY 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

 

C O N S E N T   A G E N D A 

 

April 22, 2014 
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D. Administrative Agency:  Approval of an agreement between the County of Amador and 

 the Amador Water Agency for an amount not to exceed $1,450,000.00 from the Water 

 Supply Fund for the construction of a hydroelectric project at the Tanner Facility.  

E. Administrative Agency:  Approval of an agreement between the County of Amador and  

 CGI Communications, Inc. for the County Video Tour that is made available for viewing 

 via a link on the County website Homepage for viewer access.    

 

 

5. ORDINANCES None 

 

 

6. MISCELLANEOUS APPOINTMENTS/RESIGNATIONS  

 

A. Juvenile Justice Commission:  Approval of the appointment of Ms. Carolyn Fregulia to 

the subject Board for a four year term ending on April 21, 2018. 

 

 

7. MISCELLANEOUS        

 

A. Transportation and Public Works:  Approval of a request from PG&E to close Electra 

 Road on April 28, 2014 from approximately 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. to repair a mast arm  that 

 holds a high power electrical cable.  

B. Administrative Agency:  Approval of the Chairman’s signature on a letter of support 

 for Assembly Bill 2205 as it relates to legislation providing counties with local control 

 over whether or not to allow the use of hounds to hunt bears and bobcats within their 

 local jurisdiction.  

C. General Services Administration:  Approval to authorize extension of the Bid process 

 for Bendix King Radios ITB 14-02 for the purchase of twenty four (24) Bendix King 

 Radios for various fire departments.  Homeland Security Grant Program funding requires 

 radios  purchased under their program be P25 compliant, yet the specifications in the Bid 

 for the  radios did not require compliance with P25 standards as the County’s 

 infrastructure does not support this technology.    

D. Township #2 Cemetery District:  Approval of a request from the subject Board to have 

 a Bi-Annual Financial review in place of the Annual Audit as allowed in Government 

 Code Section 26909.   

 

 

8. GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE   

 

A. Memorandum from the Environmental Health Department relative to a recap of activity 

during March 2014 totaling $28,293.50.    

B.  Auditor’s check register dated April 8, 2014 totaling $ 402,704.20. 

C. Auditor’s check register dated April 11, 2014 totaling $ 2,197.08. 

D. Auditor’s check register dated April 14, 2014 totaling $516,798.00. 
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____________________________________________ 

    THEODORE F. NOVELLI, Chairman 

    Board of Supervisors 

 

 

ATTEST: 

JENNIFER BURNS, Clerk of the  

Board of Supervisors, Amador County,  

California 

______________________________ 

Deputy  

 

 

 


