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Amador County Board of Supervisors 

ACTION MINUTES  

REGULAR MEETING 
 
 

DATE: Tuesday, December 23, 2014 

TIME: 8:30 a.m. 

LOCATION: County Administration Center, 810 Court Street, Jackson, California  
 
 

The Board of Supervisors of the County of Amador met at the County Administration 

Center, 810 Court Street, Jackson, California, on the above date pursuant to adjournment, and the 

following proceedings were had, to wit: 

 

Present on Roll Call: 

 

Theodore F. Novelli, Chairman, District III 

Brian Oneto, Vice-Chairman, District V 

Richard M. Forster, Supervisor, District II  

  Louis D. Boitano, Supervisor, District IV 

John Plasse, Supervisor, District I 

 

Staff:  Charles T. Iley, County Administrative Officer 

Gregory Gillott, County Counsel 

Jennifer Burns, Clerk of the Board 

 

Absent: None 

 

   

  

  
NOTE: These minutes remain in Draft form until approved by Minute Order at the next regular meeting of 

the Board of Supervisors. Any packets prepared by County Staff are hereby incorporated into these minutes 

by reference as though set forth in full.  Any staff report, recommended findings, mitigation measures, 

conditions, or recommendations which are referred to by Board members in their decisions which are 

contained in the staff reports are part of these minutes by reference only.  Any written material, petitions, 

packets, or comments received at the hearing also become a part of these minutes by reference. 
 
 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Chairman Novelli led the Board and the public in the Pledge of 

Allegiance 

 

CLOSED SESSION may be called for labor negotiations (pursuant to Government Code §54957.6), personnel 

matters (pursuant to Government Code §54957), real estate negotiations/acquisitions (pursuant to Government Code 

§54956.8), and/or pending or potential litigation (pursuant to Government Code §54956.9). At 8:30 a.m., the 

Board convened into closed session.   
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REGULAR SESSION: At 9:00 a.m., the Board reconvened into regular session. Chairman 

Novelli reported the following issues were reviewed in closed session: 

 

Conference with Labor Negotiators: Pursuant to Government Code Section 54957.6.  County 

Negotiator: Greg Gillott, County Counsel, Chuck Iley, County Administrative Officer, and 

Darrell P. Murray, IEDA.  Employee Organization: All Units 

 

ACTION: Nothing to report. 

 

Conference with Property Negotiators:   

APN 044-010-116-000: Negotiating Parties-Mr. Jim Lewis, Airtronics Inc., (Terms and 

Conditions) County Negotiators:  Jon Hopkins and Chuck Iley 

 

ACTION: This item was pulled from the agenda for today’s date due to it being 

agendized in error.   
 

APN 044-010-116-000:  Negotiation Parties:  Mr. Mark Ohlau,(Terms and Conditions)  County 

Negotiators:  Jon Hopkins and Chuck Iley 

 

ACTION: Direction given to staff. 

 

Conference with County Counsel - Existing Litigation [Government Code 54956.9(d)(1)]: 

 

SEIU Local 1021 v County of Amador and Amador County Employees Association, State of 

California, PERB, Case No. SA-CE-861-M 

 

ACTION: Update given. 

 

AGENDA:  Approval of agenda for this date; any and all off-agenda items must be approved by 

the Board (pursuant to §54954.2 of the Government Code.) 

 

Chairman Novelli stated the following item has been added as an Addendum to the agenda for 

today’s date: 

 

Board of Supervisors:  Discussion and possible action relative to adoption and presentation of a 

resolution honoring long time Amador County resident Mr .Elden L. Wait. 

 

ACTION: Approved pursuant to the following motion. 

 

MOTION: It was moved by Supervisor Plasse, seconded by Supervisor Oneto and 

unanimously carried to approve the agenda as presented.  
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PUBLIC MATTERS NOT ON THE AGENDA: Discussion items only, no action to be taken.  

Any person may address the Board at this time upon any subject within the jurisdiction of the 

Amador County Board of Supervisors; however, any matter that requires action may be referred 

to staff and/or Committee for a report and recommendation for possible action at a subsequent 

Board meeting.  Please note - there is a three (3) minute limit per person. 

 

California Highway Patrol:  Lt. Georgia Heihle, new Commander of Amador County CHP, 

took this time to introduce herself to the Board and offer her assistance to the Board whenever 

necessary.  

 

Supervisor Oneto took this time to bring to the attention of Lt. Heihle some concern he has heard 

from local residents regarding the lack of CHP presence on rural County roads, but what seems 

like an abundance of patrol on the Highway 49 bypass.   

 

Pine Grove Business Alliance Update:  Mr. Greg Gillott, County Counsel, advised the hearing 

regarding the Pine Grove Business Alliance case was held on December 19, 2014 and the 

preliminary junction brought forth by the petitioners to halt activity surrounding the Dollar 

General Store was denied by Judge Howard.  Judge Howard determined it was not likely the 

petitioners would prevail and when balancing the hardships it was decided that the property 

owner and the real parties of interest would have greater hardship.  Therefore, construction on 

the project can move forward at this time. However, this hearing was not binding on the ultimate 

decision.  That hearing will be held on March 10, 2015.   

 

CONSENT AGENDA: Items listed on the consent agenda (see attached) are considered routine 

and may be enacted by one motion.  Any item may be removed for discussion and made a part of 

the regular agenda at the request of a Board member(s). 

 

Chairman Novelli stated the following item will be pulled from the Consent agenda for today’s 

date. 

 

Item 6a:  Emergency Medical Care Committee:  Approval of the following members to the 

subject Board for a three-year term which expires December 31, 2017: 

 

 Agency    Regular Member  Alternate 

 AFPD     Dave Bellerive  Antonio Moreno 

 American Legion Ambulance  Alan McNany   Nicole Vasquez 

 Cal Fire    Grant Ingram   Dusty Martin 

 General Public    Eileen Hardy 

 OES Coordinator    John Silva 

 Public Health     Debbie Staniford 

 Sheriff’s Office   Jim Wegner 

 Sutter Amador Hospital   Connie McKenna 

 CHP     Craig Harmon 
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Supervisor Forster had questions relating to responsibility and liability in the event of injury or 

death of an inmate while working on a fire incident as it relates to the following item.  The 

questions could not be answered at this time, so the item was pulled from the agenda for today’s 

date and will be brought back at a future meeting when the matter can be resolved.  

 

Item #4c:  Sheriff’s Office:  Approval of an agreement with the California Department of 

Corrections and Rehabilitation (CDCR) and the Amador County Sheriff’s Office (ACSO) 

allowing the ACSO to house approved, long term, Amador County Inmates to CDCR fire camps 

at a cost of $81 per day for the 38 day training period and $10 per day thereafter.  

 

Supervisor Plasse had questions regarding the following item as to if off road activity is actually 

present in the State Parks within Amador County. Sheriff Martin Ryan responded by stating 

there is off road access and activity in the State Parks that require enforcement.  

 

Sheriff’s Office:  Approval of an agreement with the State Department of Parks and Recreation 

for conducting Off-Highway Vehicle patrol/enforcement within Amador County.   

 

MOTION: It was moved by Supervisor Forster, seconded by Supervisor Plasse 

and unanimously carried to approve the Consent Agenda as amended above.  

 

REGULAR AGENDA 

 

  Passing of the Gavel and Presentation:  Passing of the gavel to the incoming 

2015 Chairman of the Board and presentation of a plaque honoring outgoing 2014 Chairman, 

Theodore F. Novelli. 

 

 Vice-Chairman Oneto took this time to present a plaque to outgoing Chairman Theodore 

F. Novelli.   The following individuals wished to speak and wish Supervisor Novelli well. 

 

 Supervisor John Plasse 

 Supervisor Forster 

 Supervisor Boitano 

 Mr. Eddie Oneto 

 Sheriff Martin Ryan 

 Mr. John Hofmann, County Consultant 

 Mr. Jim Rooney, Assessor 

 Mr. Dana Jorgenson 

 Mr. Mark Bonini, Chief Probation Officer 

 

 ACTION: None Presentation only.  

 

Addendum:   Board of Supervisors:  Discussion and possible action relative to 

adoption and presentation of a resolution honoring long time Amador County resident Mr .Elden 

L. Wait. 

 

ACTION: Direction given pursuant to the following motion.  
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MOTION: It was moved by Supervisor Boitano, seconded by Supervisor Oneto 

and unanimously carried to adopt the following resolution honoring long time Amador 

County resident Mr. Elden L. Wait. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 14-149 

 

 Resolution honoring long time Amador County resident Mr. Elden L. Wait. 

 

 Vice-Chairman Oneto presented the resolution to Mr. Wait at this time.  Supervisors 

Forster, Novelli, Plasse and Boitano all commented on the resolution and commended Mr. 

Wait’s character and thanked him for being an exemplary citizen.  

 

 Auditors Office:  Discussion and possible action relative to adoption and presentation of 

a resolution recognizing and honoring Eugene Joe Lowe on his retirement after 41 years of 

service with the Auditor-Controller’s Office. 

 

 ACTION: Direction given pursuant to the following motion.  

 

 MOTION: It was moved by Supervisor Boitano, seconded by Supervisor Plasse 

and unanimously carried to adopt the following resolution recognizing and honoring 

Eugene Joe Lowe on his retirement after 41 years of service with the Auditor-Controller’s 

Office.  

 

RESOLUTION NO. 14-148 

 

 Resolution recognizing and honoring Eugene Joe Lowe on his retirement after 41 years 

of service with the Auditor-Controller’s Office. 

 

 Chairman Novelli presented Mr. Lowe with the resolution at this time.  Supervisors 

Forster, Oneto, Plasse and Boitano all commented on the resolution and congratulated Mr. Lowe 

upon his retirement and wished him well.  The following individuals also wished to comment: 

 

 Mr. Mike Ryan, Treasurer-Tax Collector 

 Mr. Jim Rooney, Assessor 

  

 Bi-Centennial Quilt Presentation:  Presentation of a Bi-Centennial Quilt by members of 

the Amador Historical Society, and a request to display the quilt in the County Administration 

Center.  

 

 Supervisor Plasse stated this item was brought to his attention by Ms. Judy Jebian, 

Amador Historical Society and volunteer on the Museum restoration project.  

 

 Ms. Judy Jebian addressed the Board at this time and stated she is proud to share two 

beautiful commemorative quilts that are now almost 40 years old and deserve a permanent home 

so they can be viewed and appreciated by any and all.  She stated these quilts were produced in 
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1976 by a committee of 140 women and a few men headed by Henrietta Widmer who wanted to 

commemorate the country’s bi-centennial by recreating aspects of Amador County history in 

“remembrance of its colorful past”.  She stated each 7-1/2 x 12 foot quilt is made up of 40 

embroidered squares depicting such familiar scenes as the County Museum, the Sutter Creek 

grammar school, the Ione Methodist Church, Butte Store, the St. George Hotel in Volcano, the 

Pioneer stage stop, Chew Kee store in Fiddletown, the grinding rock at Chaw-se, and old 

prospector, California poppies and many more familiar scenes, many of which no longer exist. 

Ms. Jebian continued by stating the Museum Committee is hopeful that the Board will agree that 

the bi-centennial quilts need to be shared with the people of this County and that it will be 

acceptable to display the quilts in the County Administration Center. 

 

 Discussion ensued with the Board suggesting Supervisor Plasse facilitate a meeting with 

General Services/Facilities Staff as well as Ms. Jebian and other members of the Historical 

Society to take the necessary steps to get the quilts displayed as soon as possible.  

 

 ACTION: Direction given pursuant to the following motion. 

 

 MOTION: It was moved by Supervisor Boitano, seconded by Supervisor Plasse 

and unanimously carried to authorize staff and the Historical Society to move forward with 

displaying the quilts in the County Administration Center.    

  

 Administrative Agency:  Discussion and possible action relative to approval of an 

agreement for Regional Sales, Use and Transactions Tax Information Services between the 

County of Amador and Hinderliter, De Llamas and Associates; and adoption of a Resolution 

authorizing examination of Sales, Use and Transactions Tax Records. (continued from December 

9, 2014). 

 

 Mr. Matt Hinderliter, Hinderliter, De Llamas and Associates (HDL), addressed the Board 

at this time.  He briefly explained that HDL is working with the City of Ione to track and monitor 

local sales tax relative to the expansion work at Mule Creek State Prison. Mr. Hinderliter 

continued by stating HDL is requesting the Board add them to the resolution of confidentiality 

on file with the Board of Equalization which would give broader access to county wide sales tax 

data and in turn allow HDL to do a better job in assisting the City of Ione.     

 

 Discussion ensued with the following action being taken. 

 

 ACTION: Direction given pursuant to the following motion.  

 

 MOTION: It was moved by Supervisor Forster, seconded by Supervisor Boitano 

and unanimously carried to approve the agreement for Regional Sales, Use and 

Transaction Tax Information Services between Hinderliter, DeLlamas and Associates and 

the County of Amador, and adoption of the following resolution. 
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 Mr. Dave Andres, Interim City Manager for Ione, took this time to introduce himself and 

extend his appreciation for work the County has done in tandem with the City of Ione and stated 

he is willing to work with the County on any matters pertinent to the City of Ione until a 

permanent City Manager is hired.   

 

RESOULTION NO. 14-147 

 

 Resolution authorizing examination of Sales, Use and Transaction Tax Records to 

Hinderliter, de Llamas & Associates 

 

  Rural County Representatives of California:  Discussion and possible action relative 

to designation of Rural County Representatives of California and California Home Finance 

Authority (CHF) delegate and alternate delegate for 2015.  

 

 ACTION: Direction given pursuant to the following motion.  

 

 MOTION: It was moved by Supervisor Forster, seconded by Supervisor Boitano 

and unanimously carried to appoint Supervisor Brian Oneto as the delegate to Rural 

County Representatives of California and the California Home Finance Authority (CHF) 

and Supervisor John Plasse as the alternate delegate.  

 

 Regional Transportation Plan Update:  Discussion and possible action relative to an 

update by Amador County Transportation Commission regarding progress on the Regional 

Transportation Plan.  

 

 Mr. Aaron Brusatori, Community Service Director, addressed the Board and provided a 

brief summary of the RTP Plan to date. 

  

 ACTION: Update only.  

 

 Minutes:  Discussion and possible action relative to review and approval of the 

November 25, 2014 and December 9, 2014 Board of Supervisors Meeting Minutes.  

 

 ACTION: Approved pursuant to the following motion. 

 

 MOTION: It was moved by Supervisor Oneto, seconded by Supervisor Plasse 

and unanimously carried to approve the November 25, 2014 and December 9, 2014 Board 

of Supervisors Meeting minutes with minor corrections.  

  

 2015 Chairman and Vice Chairman:  Discussion and possible action relative to the 

election of 2015 Chairman and Vice Chairman of the Amador County Board of Supervisors. 

 

 ACTION: Direction given pursuant to the following motion.  
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 MOTION: It was moved by Supervisor Novelli, seconded by Supervisor Boitano 

and unanimously carried to appoint Supervisor Brian Oneto as Chairman of the Board of 

Supervisors for 2015, and Supervisor John Plasse as Vice-Chairman.  Chairman Novelli 

passed the gavel to incoming Chairman Oneto at this time. 

 

CLOSED SESSION may be called for labor negotiations (pursuant to Government Code §54957.6), personnel 

matters (pursuant to Government Code §54957), real estate negotiations/acquisitions (pursuant to Government Code 

§54956.8), and/or pending or potential litigation (pursuant to Government Code §54956.9). At 10:40 a.m., the 

Board re-convened into closed session.   

 

REGULAR SESSION: At 11:15 p.m., the Board reconvened into regular session. Vice-

Chairman Plasse reported the following issues were reviewed in closed session: 

 

Conference with County Counsel - Existing Litigation [Government Code 54956.9(d)(1)]: 

County of Amador v. Kenneth L. Salazar, Secretary of the Interior; et al: In the   United  States 

District Court for the District of Columbia, Case No. 1:05-CV-00658 (RWR) 

 

ACTION: Nothing to report. 

 

County of Amador v. Department of the Interior, Ken Salazar, Secretary of the Interior; et al, In 

the United States District Court for the Eastern District of California. Case No. 2:12-CV-01710-

JAM-CKD 

 

ACTION: Nothing to report. 

 

Conference with County Counsel – Anticipated Litigation [Government Code 54956.9(d)(2)]: 

Buena Vista Rancheria  

 

ACTION: Update only. 

 

Pine Grove Business Alliance v. County of Amador, et al; Del Rapini Construction, Inc, et al; 

Superior Court of the State of California in and for the County of Amador, Case No. 14CV9062 

 

ACTION: Direction given to staff. 

 

SEIU Local 1021 v County of Amador and Amador County Employees Association, State of 

California, PERB, Case No. SA-CE-861-M 

 

ACTION: Update only.  

 

Confidential Minutes:  Review and approval of the confidential minutes of November 25, and 

December 9, 2014. 

 

ACTION: Direction given pursuant to the following motion. 

 

MOTION: It was moved by Supervisor Plasse, seconded by Supervisor Novelli and 

unanimously carried to approve the confidential minutes of November 25, and December 9, 
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2014.  

 

  

ADJOURNMENT:  Until Tuesday, January 13, 2015, at 8:30 a.m. 
 

 
 
 
 
NOTE: Items listed on the consent agenda are considered routine and may be enacted by one motion.  Any item may be 

removed for discussion and possible action, and made a part of the regular agenda at the request of a Board member(s). 

 
  
1. BUDGET MATTERS None 

 

 

2. TAX MATTERS  None   

 

 

3. RESOLUTIONS  

 

A. Community Development (#14-150):  Approval of a resolution accepting work 

completed by R. A. Nemetz Construction Company for the spall repair and bridge top rail 

repairs at the Sutter Creek Road Bridge (Bid #14-04) on October 16, 2014; and authorize 

the Chairman to sign three (3) original copies of the Agreement and Release of Claims.   

 

 

4. AGREEMENTS  

 

A. Sheriff’s Office:  Approval of an agreement with Samantha Hens, Ph.D. to provide 

forensic anthropology services to the Amador County Coroner’s Office. 

B. Sheriff’s Office:  Approval of an agreement with the State Department of Parks and 

Recreation for conducting Off-Highway Vehicle patrol/enforcement within Amador 

County.   

C. Sheriff’s Office:  Approval of an agreement with the California Department of 

Corrections and Rehabilitation (CDCR) and the Amador County Sheriff’s Office (ACSO) 

allowing the ACSO to house approved, long term, Amador County Inmates to CDCR fire 

camps at a cost of $81 per day for the 38 day training period and $10 per day thereafter. 

(Pulled per the request of Supervisor Forster) 

D. Health and Human Services:  Approval of a First Amendment with Amador-Tuolumne 

Community Action Agency (A-TCAA) to provide child abuse prevention services and 

Promoting Safe and Stable Families (PSSF) that will increase the funding for 2014-2015 

AMADOR COUNTY 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

 

C O N S E N T   A G E N D A 

 

December 23, 2014 
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fiscal year.   

E. Administrative Agency:  Approval of an Early Retirement Incentive (ERI) Repayment 

Agreement with John Joerke.  He requested to receive the ERI Retirement Health Savings 

Account (RHS) that was offered to County employees.  Unfortunately, when he retired 

from the County, he was paid the incentive in the form of a cash payout in his final 

check.  In order, to correct the error, a repayment agreement has been created to allow 

him to have his payment deposited in the RHS account as he had originally requested.       

F. Transportation and Public Works:  Approval of Contract Change Order No. 2 for a 

total decrease of the Contract in the amount of ($25,469.81) for the Rabbit Creek 

Causeway Culvert Repair Project (Phase II Open Cut). The current amount of the 

Contract, including approved Change Orders is $713,686.32.  If this Contract Change 

Order No. 2 is approved, the new Contract amount will be $688,216.51. 

G. General Services Administration:  Approval of a First Amendment of Lease for Airport 

Lot #204 between the County of Amador and Marvin H. Price, Kittle Baker and Derrick 

Aubuchon.  This Amendment removes Kittle Baker as a co-Lessee to the Lease for 

Airport Lot #204.  

 

 

5. ORDINANCES None 

 
 

6. MISCELLANEOUS APPOINTMENTS/RESIGNATIONS  

 

A. Emergency Medical Care Committee:  Approval of the following members to the 

subject Board for a three-year term which expires December 31, 2017: (Pulled per 

request of Department) 

 

 Agency    Regular Member  Alternate 

 AFPD     Dave Bellerive  Antonio Moreno 

 American Legion Ambulance  Alan McNany   Nicole Vasquez 

 Cal Fire    Grant Ingram   Dusty Martin 

 General Public    Eileen Hardy 

 OES Coordinator    John Silva 

 Public Health     Debbie Staniford 

 Sheriff’s Office   Jim Wegner 

 Sutter Amador Hospital   Connie McKenna 

 CHP     Craig Harmon 

 

 

7. MISCELLANEOUS       

 

A. Human and Health Services:  Approval of a request to approve the funds needed to 

 initiate a petty cash fund for SNAP-Ed purchases.  The amount being requested in the 

 petty cash fund is $500.00. 
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8. GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE   
 

A. An Application for Alcoholic Beverage License for Gold Creek Vineyards located at 

14467 Highway 49, Amador City, CA 95601. 

B. Auditor’s check register dated December 2, 2014 totaling $ 77,947.57. 

C. Auditor’s check register dated December 8, 2014 totaling $ 274,788.06. 

D. Auditor’s check register dated December 12, 2014 totaling $ 218,212.40.  

E. Notice of Proposed Emergency Action from the State Fish and Game Commission 

relative to listing the Tricolored Blackbird as an Endangered Species.   
 
 
 
 

________________________________________ 

    Brian Oneto, Vice- Chairman 

    Board of Supervisors 

ATTEST: 

 

JENNIFER BURNS, Clerk of the  

Board of Supervisors, Amador County,  

California 

______________________________ 


