BEFORE THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE
COUNTY OF AMADOR, STATE OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE MATTER OF:

RESOLUTION HONORING DR. RITA KERR ) RESOLUTION 22-075
AS RECIPIENT OF THE 2022 MARGARET )
DALTON GOLDEN ACORN AWARD )

WHEREAS, A Wisconsin native, Dr. Kerr received her medical degree at the Medical College of
Wisconsin, Milwaukee, in 1990. She completed her residency in Internal Medicine at U.C. Davis Medical Center in
1993 and began working in clinical practice in Sacramento. In 1997, Dr. Kerr was appointed Medical Director at
Sutter Independent Physicians Organization and also moved to Amador County, where she has lived ever since; and

WHEREAS, In 2003, Dr. Kerr embarked on what she calls “an extended maternity leave” until 2011, then
resumed working part-time in an administrative position doing non-clinical consulting work. In 2014, upon
retirement of then County Health Officer Dr. Bob Hartmann, Kerr began her tenure as Amador County’s Public
Health Officer; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Kerr cites a family history in medicine as part of her inspiration for becoming a doctor.
Her father was a veterinarian, and during high school, she worked alongside him at his practice, even accompanying
him to late-night farm call emergencies. Two aunts are registered nurses, three of Dr. Kerr’s sisters chose registered
nursing as a career path, and one of her brothers also became a physician. It was during college that Dr. Kerr noticed
that she was drawn more toward human rather than animal biology and she finalized her decision to become an MD
while taking an anatomy & physiology course; and

WHEREAS, Regarding the challenges that COVID-19 has brought to the community, Dr. Kerr describes
the “calm and thoughtful support” of Dr. Hartmann, who came out of retirement to serve as Deputy County Health
Officer, as particularly valuable during 2020. Additionally, Dr. Kerr says, “Keeping up with all the changes as the
knowledge about the biology of the virus evolved, and the corresponding recommendations about how best to
protect our communities, was more than a full-time job. As the pandemic grew in intensity, the challenge became
communicating with consistency and in understandable terms to the public how best to protect themselves and their
loved ones”; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Kerr says that one of the most rewarding aspects of serving as CHO is “the true sense of
community in rural Amador County.” As one example, she cites “the fantastic response we had to the call for
volunteers during the COVID-19 vaccine rollout, and the unwavering support from community partners”; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Kerr has been married to her husband, Keith, since 1995, and they have raised two
children, a daughter, Alexa, recently graduated from U.C. Santa Barbara, and son, Tom, currently in college.
Spending time with her family, including traveling and exploring the outdoors are among her favorite activities, and
she is hoping to visit Yellowstone and Grand Tetons National Parks in the near future, as she strives to return to a
more normal work-life balance; and

THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED that the Board of Supervisors of the County of Amador,
State of California, does hereby recognize Dr. Rita Kerr as an honored recipient of the Margaret Dalton Golden
Acorn Award for 2022.

The foregoing resolution was duly passed and adopted by the Board of Supervisors in the County of
Amador at a regular meeting thereof, held on the 24" day of May, 2022, by the following vote:

AYES: Richard M. Forster, Jeff Brown, Brian Oneto, Patrick Crew, Frank U. Axe

NOES: None
ABSENT: None Q = ) m
Richard M. P‘Er_s;lér, Chaigrlén, Board of Supervisors
ATTEST:

JENNIT'ER BURNS, Clerk of the
Board of Supervisors, Amador County,

Calim ’,) é’ Deputy

(RESOLUTION NO. 22-075) (05/24/2022)



