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GRAZING LAND LEASE AGREEMENT 
 
THIS GRAZING LAND LEASE AGREEMENT ("Lease") is made and entered into effective as 
of ________________, 2023, by and between the COUNTY OF AMADOR, a political 
subdivision of the State of California ("County"), and ______________________ ("Lessee"). 
 

R E C I T A L S 
 

A.  County is the owner of the premises described in Exhibit A, which is attached and 
incorporated by this reference, consisting of approximately 178.77 acres (APN# 005-020-018-
000) of unimproved land within the unincorporated area of Amador County, California.    
 

B.  Lessee desires to lease an approximately 171 acre a portion of the property for the 
purposes of livestock grazing pursuant to the terms stated in this lease; and  
 

C.  Lessee has examined the premises and is fully informed of its condition.   
 
NOW, THEREFORE, for and in consideration of the mutual covenants and agreements herein 
contained, it is mutually agreed as follows: 
 
1. DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY. 
 
 1.1 County hereby leases to Lessee and Lessee hereby leases from County 
approximately 171  acres of unimproved real property within the unincorporated area of Amador 
County, (“Premises”) more particular depicted on Exhibit A, which is attached and incorporated 
by this reference. 
  
2. TERM.   
 

The term of this lease shall commence on the date set forth above (“Commencement 
Date”) and shall continue for a period of five (5) years, unless terminated pursuant to the terms 
of this lease.   
 
3. TERMINATION.   
 

This Lease may be terminated without cause and for any reason by either County or 
Lessee upon sixty (60) days prior written notice to the other party.  However, County may 
immediately terminate the Lease upon breach of any of the terms of this lease by Lessee, in the 
event of a public emergency, or upon the need to use or develop the property for a public 
purpose, as determined by the Board of Supervisors.  Lessee acknowledges and understands that 
the County is actively pursuing potential development of the Property which could necessitate 
early termination of this Lease. 
 
4. RENT.   
 

Lessee shall pay to County for the use of the 152.36 acres the sum of xx dollars and xx 
cents ($0.00) per month payable in advance on or before the first day of each calendar month.  
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The Rent for any partial month shall be prorated on a thirty-day month.  The Rent is subject to 
adjustment as hereinafter provided.   
 
5. PERIODIC ADJUSTMENT OF RENT.   
 
 Commencing on the first anniversary of the Commencement Date, and on each 
subsequent anniversary during the term of this Lease, the Rent shall be adjusted upward by the 
cumulative increase in the Consumer Price Index.  The Index used is the bi-monthly All Urban 
Consumers, San Francisco-Oakland Metropolitan Area; provided, however, that in no event shall 
the adjusted rental rate be less than the immediately preceding Rent. 
 
6. USE OF PREMISES.   
 

The Premises shall be used by Lessee for the sole purpose of grazing domestic livestock, 
as specified in this Lease.  Lessee shall not maintain or commit, nor allow to be maintained or 
committed any nuisance or waste in or about the Premises.   
 
7. UTILITIES AND SERVICES.   
 

Any utilities deemed necessary by Lessee shall be the sole responsibility of Lessee. 
 
8. FURNISHINGS AND IMPROVEMENTS. 
  
 8.1  Lessee shall maintain at its own expense the subject property for its benefit and 
provide whatever furnishings and fixtures Lessee requires. 
 
 8.2 Lessee shall be required to repair or replace, as appropriate, the perimeter fencing 
at the locations identified on Exhibit A.  At all times during the term of this Lease, Lessee shall 
keep all the fencing and any other authorized improvements in good repair and functional.  
 
 8.3 Other than the repair or replacement of fencing required pursuant to this 
Agreement, Lessee shall not construct or place improvements or structures of any character on 
the leased land without prior express and written permission of the County. 
 
 8.4 All of the fencing, posts, gates, and fixtures, owned, provided and installed by 
Lessee on the leased land, however attached to the real property, shall remain the property of the 
County and shall not be removable by the Lessee at the expiration of this Lease.  
 
9. INSURANCE.  
 
 9.1. Lessee shall take out and maintain at all times for the duration of this Agreement, 
a policy or policies of insurance as follows: 
 

 9.1.1.  Commercial Liability Insurance with limits of not less than One Million 
Dollars ($1,000,000) per occurrence and Two Million Dollars ($2,000,000) Aggregate, covering 
bodily injury and property damage, including volunteer excess medical coverage. Policy shall 
also include endorsements for the following coverage: premises, personal injury, and blanket 
contractual coverage. General Liability should be on an Occurrence Form and not on a Claims 
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Made or Modified Occurrence Form.  Commercial General Liability policy shall be endorsed to 
name the County of Amador, its officers, officials, employees, and volunteers as an additional 
insured, but only insofar as the operations under this agreement are concerned. 
 

9.2. Lessee shall furnish a certificate of insurance satisfactory to the Amador County 
Office of Risk Management, 810 Court Street, Jackson, CA 95642 as evidence that the insurance 
required above is being maintained.  Certificates of insurance shall reference this agreement.  
Lessee agrees that the insurance required above shall be in effect at all times during the term of 
this contract.  In the event said insurance coverage expires at any time or times during the term 
of this contract, Lessee agrees to provide at least 30 days prior to said expiration date, a new 
certificate of insurance evidencing insurance coverage as provided for herein for not less than the 
remainder of the term of this Agreement, or for a period of not less than one year. 

 
9.3 Lessee’s insurance coverage shall be primary insurance as respects the County, its 

officers, officials, employees and volunteers.  Any insurance or self-insurance maintained by the 
County, its officers, officials, employees or volunteers shall be in excess of the Lessee’s 
insurance and shall not contribute with it. 
 
10. RELATIONSHIP OF THE PARTIES.  
 

Lessee is not an officer, employee or agent of the County.  In no event shall any official, 
officer, employee or agent of the County be in any way personally liable or responsible for any 
covenant or obligation contained in the Lease.  
 
11. NOTICES. 
  
 11.1 Any notice or demand given under the terms of this Lease shall be deemed given 
and delivered on the date when personally delivered or mailed, the date same is deposited in the 
United States mail, and mailed by regular or certified mail, postage prepaid and properly 
addressed to the appropriate party. 
 
 11.2 Until changed by notice in writing, notice, demands, and communications under 
this Lease shall be addressed to the County at: 
 

  To County: Amador County General Services 
Attn: Jon Hopkins, Director 
12200-B Airport Road 
Jackson, CA  94642 
 

  With a copy to: Office of the County Counsel 
Amador County 
810 Court Street 
Jackson, CA  95642 
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12. COMPLIANCE WITH THE LAW  
 

Lessee shall fully comply with all applicable federal, state, or local statutes, ordinances, 
rules, regulations and laws now existing or hereafter enacted. 
 
13. MISCELLANEOUS 
  
 13.1  Lessee shall not use nor allow livestock to graze or run at large over lands 
belonging to the County not under lease to Lessee. 
 
 13.2 This Lease is expressly subject to any right-of-way, lease, license or easement that 
are now in force or effect or that may hereafter be granted relating to the leased land.  
 
 13.3 This Lease, including all Attachments attached hereto, contains the entire 
agreement between the parties concerning the subject matter hereof and supersedes any and all 
prior agreements.  
 
 13.4 Only the County Board of Supervisor has the authority to agree to any extension 
of time, adjustment in compensation, or other term or condition affecting the agreement between 
the parties set forth herein. 
 
 13.5 The parties hereto agree that the provisions of this Agreement will be construed 
pursuant to the laws of the State of California and that venue for all litigation relative to the 
formation, interpretation and performance of this Agreement shall be in Amador County, 
California. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have executed this Agreement as of the day and 
year first above written. 
 

COUNTY: 
 
 
 
BY:________________________________ 
 Chairman, Board of Supervisors 

LESSEE: 
 
 
 
BY:_________________________________ 
  
 
 
 
 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
GREG GILLOTT, AMADOR COUNTY 
COUNSEL 
 
 
 
BY:______________________________ 
  

ATTEST: 
JENNIFER BURNS, CLERK OF THE  
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
 
 
 
BY:__________________________________ 
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