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ABBREVIATIONS AND ACRONYMS  

°F  degrees Fahrenheit 
µg/m3  micrograms per cubic meter 
AAQS ambient air quality standards 
AAD  Amador Air District 
AB Assembly Bill 
ACF Advanced Clean Fleets 
ACMC Amador County Municipal Code 
ACT Advanced Clean Trucks 
ACTC  Amador County Transportation Commission 
ACUSD Amador County Unified School District 
APCD Air Pollution Control District 
APN Assessor’s Parcel Number 
AQ Air Quality 
AsD rocky silt loam 
BACT Best Available Control Technology 
BCECP Basic Construction Emission Control Practice 
BES Battery Energy Storage 
BSA Biological Study Areas 
C land use designation of Commercial 
C-2 zoning of Commercial 
C-3 Heavy Commercial 
C-T Commercial Transition 
CAA Clean Air Act 
CAFE Corporate Average Fuel Economy 
CBC California Building Code 
CGS California Geologic Survey 
CAISO California Independent System Operator 
CalEEMod California Emissions Estimator Model 
CalEPA California Environmental Protection Agency 
CALGreen California Green Building Standards Code 
CALINE4 California Line Source Dispersion Model 
CARB California Air Resources Board 
CBC California Building Code 
CCR California Code of Regulations 
CCRH State Historical Resources Commission 
CEC California Energy Commission 
CEQA California Environmental Quality Act 
CGS California Geological Survey 
CH4 methane 
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CO2 carbon dioxide 
CO2e  Carbon-dioxide-equivalent 
CO carbon monoxide 
CPUC California Public Utilities Commission 
DPM diesel particulate matter 
DSA Division of State Architects 
DT Downtown Transition 
EAP Energy Action Plan 
Ei Eocene Ione Formation 
EIR environmental impact report 
EMFAC On-Road Mobile-Source Emission Factors 
EO Executive Order 
EPA Environmental Protection Agency 
ES Elementary School 
ESA Endangered Species Act 
GC General Commercial 
GHG greenhouse gas 
gw gigawatts 
GWP Global warming potential 
H2S hydrogen sulfide 
HC Historic Commercial 
HCFC  Hydrochlorofluorocarbons  
HCP Habitat Conservation Plan 
HFC Hydrofluorocarbons  
HRA Health risk assessment 
HS High School 
HVAC heating, ventilation and air conditioning 
IMC Ione Municipal Code 
IRP Integrated Resource Plan 
Jlp Logtown Ridge Formation 
JMC Jackson Municipal Code 
lbs/day pounds per day 
LC Limited Commercial 
LED Light Emitting Diodes 
LEED Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design 
LOS level of service 
LSAA Lake or Streambed Alteration Agreement 
LSE load-serving entities 
LTC Local Transportation Commission 
M-1 Industrial 
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M-2 Industrial and Mining 
MBTA Migratory Bird Treaty Act 
MCAB Mountain Counties Air Basin 
MMRP Monitoring and Reporting Program 
MMTCO2e  Million metric tons of CO2e 
Mph miles per hour 
MPO Metropolitan Planning Organization 
MSL mean sea level 
Mt Mokelumne soils 
MTCO2e  Metric ton of CO2e 
NAHC Native American Heritage Commission 
NEV Neighborhood Electric Vehicles 
NMFS National Marine Fisheries Service 
NRHR National Register of Historic Places 
N2O nitrous oxide 
NOX nitrogen oxides 
NO2 nitrogen dioxide 
NOA naturally occurring asbestos 
NOP notice of preparation 
NPDES National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 
O3 ozone 
OEHHA Office of Environmental Health Hazards Assessment 
OS Open Space 
P Public 
Pb lead 
PD Planned Development 
PF Public Facilities 
PFC Perfluorocarbons 
PG&E Pacific Gas & Electric 
PM2.5 fine inhalable particulate matter 
PM10 coarse inhalable particulate matter 
ppb parts per billion 
ppm parts per million 
PO  Professional Office 
PR Parks and Rec 
PRC Public Resources Code 
PS Public Service 
R-1 One Family Dwelling 
R-2 Limited Multiple Family 
RbD Red Bluff-Mokelumne complex 
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RD Residential Duplex 
RL Low Density Residential  
RM Residential Medium Density 
ROG reactive organic gas 
RPS California Renewables Portfolio Standard 
RSF Residential Single Family 
RTP Regional Transportation Plan 
RTPA Regional Transportation Planning Agency 
SAFE Safer Affordable Fuel Efficient 
SB Senate Bill 
SCMC Sutter Creek Municipal Code 
SF6 sulfur hexafluoride 
SIP state implementation plan 
SMAQMD Sacramento Metropolitan Air Quality Management District 
SPA Special Planning Area 
SO2 sulfur dioxide 
SR State Route 
RWQCB Regional Water Quality Control Board 
TAC toxic air contaminants 
TDA Transportation Development Act 
TK Transitional Kindergarten 
TOS thresholds of significance  
TRU Transport Refrigeration Units 
USC United States Code 
USDA United States Department of Agriculture 
USACE U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
USEPA United States Environmental Protection Agency 
VMT vehicle miles traveled 
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1.5.1 No-Project Alternative 
The CEQA Guidelines require analysis of  a No Project Alternative. The purpose of  this Alternative is to 
describe and analyze a scenario under which the proposed project is not implemented so that decision makers 
can compare the impacts of  approving the proposed project with the impacts of  not approving the proposed 
project. The No Project Alternative analysis must discuss the existing site conditions as well as what would 
reasonably be expected to occur in the foreseeable future based on any current plans, and it must be consistent 
with available infrastructure and community services.  

Under the No Project Alternative, the proposed consolidation and closure of  schools, as well as site 
improvements would not occur; all schools would remain as-is. More specifically, Amador and Argonaut High 
Schools would not be combined at Argonaut High School, Ione Elementary School would not move to Ione 
Junior High School to accommodate preschool and TK through sixth grade students, and Sutter Creek 
Elementary School would not expand to create a TK through sixth grade campus.  

1.5.2 School Consolidation at Ione Junior High School, Amador High School, 
and Argonaut High School 

Under Alternative 2, the District would consolidate students in an alternative structure for ACUSD campuses 
which would include Ione Junior High School, Amador High School, and Argonaut High School. Under this 
Alternative, Ione students from preschool through 8th grade would attend school at the Ione Junior High 
School campus. This would relocate students from Ione Elementary School to the Ione Junior High School 
campus, creating a comprehensive campus, and allowing students to stay until 8th grade. The anticipated student 
population at the Ione Junior High School campus under this Alternative would be approximately 767 students. 
Additionally, the campus would require further construction and the addition of  two new teaching stations on 
the campus to accommodate the new student population.  

Under Alternative 2, Amador High School would serve all county students outside of  Ione in grades 7 and 8. 
Similar to the proposed project, this change would not affect the enrollment capacity of  875 students on the 
campus, and it would not affect the number of  teaching stations. No building or site improvements would be 
proposed at the campus. 

In addition, Argonaut High School would serve all county students in grades 9 through 12 under Alternative 2. 
Similar to the proposed project, this would change the enrollment capacity on the campus from 925 students 
to 1,325 students, and increase the number of  teaching stations from 37 to 53. This campus would require site 
improvements to accommodate the increase in enrollment.  

Improvements to all other District campuses, including Sutter Elementary School, would remain the same as 
the proposed project. Sutter Creek Primary would remain open under Alternative 2. 
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1.5.3 School Consolidation at Amador High School and Argonaut High School 
Under Alternative 3, the District would balance enrollment between two high school campuses, including 
Amador High School and Argonaut High School. Under this alternative, 7th through 9th grade students would 
attend Amador HS and 10th through 12th grade students would attend Argonaut High School. Student 
enrollment and enrollment capacity at Amador HS would be anticipated to increase by 335 students (938 total) 
and 100 students (975 students), respectively, compared to the proposed project. Four classrooms would be 
added to the campus.   

Improvements at Argonaut High School under Alternative 3, would require the construction of  2 new 
classrooms and the relocation of  one portable office from Jackson JHS.   

Improvements to all other District campuses, including Ione Junior High School, would remain the same as the 
proposed project. Sutter Creek Primary would remain open under Alternative 3. 

1.6 ISSUES TO BE RESOLVED 
The CEQA Guidelines Section 15123(b)(3) requires that an EIR contain issues to be resolved, including the 
choice among alternatives and how to mitigate significant impacts. With regard to the Proposed Project, the 
major issues to be resolved include decisions by the lead agency as to:   

1. Whether this DEIR adequately describes the environmental impacts of  the project. 

2. Whether the benefits of  the project override those environmental impacts which cannot be feasibly avoided 
or mitigated to a level of  insignificance. 

3. Whether the proposed land use changes are compatible with the character of  the existing area. 

4. Whether the identified goals, policies, or mitigation measures should be adopted or modified. 

5. Whether there are other mitigation measures that should be applied to the project besides the Mitigation 
Measures identified in the DEIR. 

6. Whether there are any alternatives to the project that would substantially lessen any of  the significant 
impacts of  the proposed project and achieve most of  the basic project objectives. 

1.7 AREAS OF CONTROVERSY 
This DEIR has taken into consideration the comments received during the scoping period, from June 21, 2023 
to July 20, 2023, in response to the NOP. Written comments received during the NOP period are contained in 
Appendix B of  this DEIR. 

In accordance with Section 15123(b)(2) of  the CEQA Guidelines, the DEIR must identify areas of  controversy 
known to the lead agency, including issues raised by agencies and the public. Areas of  controversy concerning 
the proposed project have been identified and listed below. Though every concern applicable to the CEQA 
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Table 1-1 Summary of Environmental Impacts, Mitigation Measures and Levels of Significance After Mitigation 

Environmental Impact 
Level of Significance  

Before Mitigation Mitigation Measures 
Level of Significance  

After Mitigation 

populations in or adjacent to the BSA. Environmentally Sensitive Areas shall have a 
50-foot buffer unless otherwise determined by a qualified biologist in coordination 
with the appropriate resource agency. Buffer distances may vary between species 
depending on listing status, rarity, and other factors. Environmentally Sensitive Areas 
will be clearly demarcated in the field, and no construction or ground-disturbing 
activities will occur within the boundaries of the delineated area. 
 
If special-status plant species are found and avoidance is not feasible, additional 
measures may be developed in consultation with CDFW, USFWS, and/or the 
Amador County USD. These measures may include restoration or permanent 
preservation of habitat for special-status plant species or translocation (via seed 
collection and/or transplantation) from planned impact areas to unaffected suitable 
habitat. 
 
If a state or federally listed threatened or endangered plant or a plant that is a 
candidate for state listing is found with the BSA, the applicant shall consult with 
CDFW and/or USFWS, as applicable, to determine appropriate avoidance and 
minimization measures. If the plants cannot be avoided, an incidental take permit 
and compensatory mitigation may be required. 

 
BIO-2 Pre-construction Nesting Bird Survey. Prior to any ground disturbing activities, a 

qualified biologist obtained by Amador County USD shall conduct a pre-construction 
nesting bird survey of all suitable habitats within and adjacent to the BSAs within 14 
days prior to the commencement of construction during the nesting season 
(February 1 to August 31). The survey shall be conducted within a 300-foot radius of 
project work areas for nesting raptors and a 100-foot radius for passerines. If active 
nests are found, a no-disturbance buffer shall be established around the nest. The 
buffer distance shall be established by a qualified biologist. The buffer shall be 
maintained until the fledglings are capable of flight and become independent of the 
nest tree, to be determined by a qualified biologist. Once the young are independent 
of the nest, the buffer shall be removed. 

 
BIO-3 Special-Status Bats Roosting Survey and Habitat Assessment. Prior to any 

ground disturbing activities, a qualified biologist obtained by Amador County USD 
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Table 1-1 Summary of Environmental Impacts, Mitigation Measures and Levels of Significance After Mitigation 

Environmental Impact 
Level of Significance  

Before Mitigation Mitigation Measures 
Level of Significance  

After Mitigation 

 Standing dead trees or snags with habitat features should be removed over a single 
day by gently lowering the tree or snag to the ground. The tree or snag shall be left 
undisturbed onsite for the next 48 hours. 

 
 Removal and trimming of trees with potential roosting habitat shall be conducted in 

the presence of a biological monitor.   

Impact 5.3-2: Development of the proposed 
project would not result in the loss of any 
riparian habitat or other sensitive natural 
community identified in local or regional plans, 
policies, regulations, or by the California 
Department of Fish and Game or U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service. 

Less than significant 
impact. 

No mitigation required.  Less than significant. 

Impact 5.3-3: The proposed project would not 
have a substantial adverse effect on state or 
federally protected wetlands through the direct 
removal, filling, hydrological interruption or 
other means. 

Less than significant 
impact. 

No mitigation required.  Less than significant. 

Impact 5.3-4: The proposed project would 
affect wildlife movement or a wildlife corridor 
species; however, the proposed project could 
interfere with a native wildlife nursery site. 

Potentially significant. Mitigation Measures BIO-2 and BIO-3 described above.  
 

Less than significant with 
incorporation of Mitigation 
Measure BIO-2 and BIO-3.  

Impact 5.3-5: The proposed project would not 
compliance with local policies or ordinances 
protecting biological resources. 

Less than significant 
impact. 

No mitigation required. Less than significant. 

Impact 5.3-6: The proposed project would not 
compliance with an adopted NCCP/HCP 
protecting biological resources 

No Impact No mitigation required. No Impact. 

Cumulative Impact Less than significant.  No mitigation required  Less than significant. 
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Table 1-1 Summary of Environmental Impacts, Mitigation Measures and Levels of Significance After Mitigation 

Environmental Impact 
Level of Significance  

Before Mitigation Mitigation Measures 
Level of Significance  

After Mitigation 

5.4  CULTURAL RESOURCES 

Impact 5.4-1: The proposed project would not 
cause a substantial adverse change in the 
significance of a historical resource pursuant to 
Section 15064.5. 

Less than significant 
impact. 

No mitigation required  Less than significant. 

Impact 5.4-2: Development of the proposed 
project could cause a substantial adverse 
change in the significance of an archaeological 
resource pursuant to Section 15064.5. 

Potentially significant. Mitigation Measures TCR-1 described below.  Less than significant with 
incorporation of Mitigation 
Measure TCR-1.  

Impact 5.4-3: Grading activities could 
potentially disturb human remains. 

Potentially significant. Mitigation Measures TCR-1 described below.  Less than significant with 
incorporation of Mitigation 
Measure TCR-1.  

Cumulative Impact Less than significant.  No mitigation required  Less than significant. 

5.5  ENERGY 

Impact 5.5-1: Project construction and 
operation would not cause wasteful, inefficient, 
or unnecessary energy use. 

Less than significant 
impact. 

No mitigation required  Less than significant. 

Impact 5.5-2: Project development would not 
conflict with a State or local plan for renewable 
energy or energy efficiency. 

Less than significant 
impact. 

No mitigation required  Less than significant. 

Cumulative Impact Less than significant.  No mitigation required  Less than significant. 

5.6  GEOLOGY AND SOILS 

Impact 5.6-1: The occupants at project sites at 
Argonaut HS, Ione Junior HS, and Sutter Creek 
ES may be subject to ground shaking typical of 
Northern California; however, project 
development would not subject people or 
structures to rupture, seismic-related ground 
failure including liquefaction, and landslides. 

Less than significant.  No mitigation required  Less than significant. 
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Table 1-1 Summary of Environmental Impacts, Mitigation Measures and Levels of Significance After Mitigation 

Environmental Impact 
Level of Significance  

Before Mitigation Mitigation Measures 
Level of Significance  

After Mitigation 

Impact 5.6-2: The proposed project would not 
result in substantial soil erosion or loss or 
topsoil. 

Less than significant.  No mitigation required  Less than significant. 

Impact 5.6-3: Site improvements at Argonaut 
HS, Ione Junior HS, and Sutter Creek ES 
would not result in on- or off-site landslides, 
lateral spreading, subsidence, liquefaction, or 
collapse; are not located on expansive soils; 
and would not create a direct or indirect risk to 
life and property. 

Less than significant.  No mitigation required  Less than significant. 

Impact 5.6-4: The proposed project would not 
include the installation of septic tanks. 

No Impact.  No mitigation required.  No Impact. 

Impact 5.6-4: The proposed project would not 
directly or indirectly destroy a unique geologic 
feature, and with the incorporation of Mitigation 
Measure GEO-1, the proposed project would 
not directly or indirectly destroy a 
paleontological resource. 

Potentially Significant. GEO-1 Prior to earthwork activities, the District shall retain a qualified paleontological 
monitor to monitor earthwork activities at Ione Junior HS. The qualified 
paleontological monitor shall be equipped to salvage fossils and samples of 
sediments of potential paleontological resources. In the event that a paleontological 
resource is unearthed, a paleontological monitoring plan shall be implemented to 
inform the District and construction personnel of monitoring and implementing 
protocols during ground disturbance. Groundwork around the find shall halt until the 
qualified paleontological monitor assesses the resource. The paleontological monitor 
may establish a protected buffer around the find for the duration of recovery of the 
resource and has authorized the resumption of construction activities. 

  
Recovered specimens shall be prepared to a point of identification and permanent 
preservation, including washing of sediments to recover small invertebrates and 
vertebrates. Found specimens shall be curated into the UC Museum of 
Paleontological Specimens or other responsible public or private institution with a 
suitable repository willing to and capable of accepting and housing the resource. If 
no museum or repository is willing to accept the resource, it shall be considered the 
property of the District and may be stored, disposed of, transferred, exchanged, or 
otherwise handled by the County at its discretion. 
 

Less than significant with 
incorporation of Mitigation 
Measure GEO-1. 
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Table 1-1 Summary of Environmental Impacts, Mitigation Measures and Levels of Significance After Mitigation 

Environmental Impact 
Level of Significance  

Before Mitigation Mitigation Measures 
Level of Significance  

After Mitigation 

 Upon completion of earthwork activities and if paleontological resources are found, 
the qualified paleontological monitor shall prepare a report of paleontological 
resource findings within 30 days of earthwork completion. The report shall append 
itemized inventory of recovered resources, documentation of each locality, and 
interpretation of recovered fossils. The report and inventory, when submitted and 
approved by the District, will signify completion of the program to mitigate impacts to 
paleontological resources. 

 
 At Argonaut HS and Sutter Creek ES, the qualified paleontologist shall conduct a 
spot check of construction activities once ground disturbance begins. 

Cumulative Impact Less than significant.  No mitigation required  Less than significant. 

5.7  GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS 

Impact 5.7-1: The proposed project would not 
generate greenhouse gas emissions, either 
directly or indirectly, that may have a significant 
impact on the environment. 

Less than significant.  No mitigation required  Less than significant. 

Impact 5.7-2: The proposed project would not 
conflict with an applicable plan, policy or 
regulation adopted for the purpose of reducing 
the emissions of greenhouse gases. 

Less than significant.  No mitigation required  Less than significant. 

Cumulative Impact Less than significant.  No mitigation required  Less than significant. 

5.8  HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS 

Impact 5.8.1: Project implementation would not 
create a significant hazard to the public or the 
environment through the routine transport, use, 
or disposal of hazardous materials. 

Less than significant.  No mitigation required  Less than significant. 

Impact 5.8-2: Project implementation would 
not create a significant hazard to the public or 
the environment through reasonably 
foreseeable upset and accident conditions 

Less than significant.  No mitigation required  Less than significant. 
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Table 1-1 Summary of Environmental Impacts, Mitigation Measures and Levels of Significance After Mitigation 

Environmental Impact 
Level of Significance  

Before Mitigation Mitigation Measures 
Level of Significance  

After Mitigation 

involving the release of hazardous materials 
into the environment. 

Impact 5.8-3: Project implementation would 
not handle hazardous or acutely hazardous 
materials, or substances, within one-quarter 
mile of an active school. 

Less than significant.  No mitigation required  Less than significant. 

Impact 5.8-4: Project implementation would 
not pose a significant hazard to the public or 
the environment. 

Less than significant.  No mitigation required  Less than significant. 

Impact 5.8-5: Project implementation would 
not conflict with an airport land use plan.   

Less than significant.  No mitigation required  Less than significant. 

Impact 5.8-6: Project implementation would 
not impair the implementation of or physically 
interfere with an adopted emergency response 
plan or emergency evacuation plan. 

Less than significant.  No mitigation required  Less than significant. 

Impact 5.8-7: Project implementation would 
not expose structures and/or residences to 
wildfire. 

Less than significant.  No mitigation required  Less than significant. 

Cumulative Impact Less than significant.  No mitigation required  Less than significant. 

5.9  HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY 

Impact 5.9-1: Project implementation would 
not violate any water quality standards or waste 
discharge requirements or otherwise 
substantially degrade surface or groundwater 
quality. 

Less than significant.  No mitigation required  Less than significant. 

Impact 5.9-2: Project implementation would 
not substantially decrease groundwater 
supplies or interfere substantially with 
groundwater recharge such that the project 

Less than significant.  No mitigation required  Less than significant. 
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Table 1-1 Summary of Environmental Impacts, Mitigation Measures and Levels of Significance After Mitigation 

Environmental Impact 
Level of Significance  

Before Mitigation Mitigation Measures 
Level of Significance  

After Mitigation 

may impede sustainable groundwater 
management of the basin. 

Impact 5.9-3: The proposed project would not 
substantially alter the existing drainage pattern 
of the site or area, including through the 
alteration of the course of a stream or river or 
through the addition of impervious surfaces, in 
a manner which would: 
 i)Result in a substantial erosion or 
 siltation on- or off-site. 
 ii)Substantially increase the rate or 
 amount of surface runoff in a 
 manner which would result in 
 flooding on- or off-site. 
 iii)Create or contribute runoff water 
 that would exceed the capacity of 
 existing or planned stormwater 
 drainage systems or provide 
 substantial additional sources of 
 polluted runoff. 
 iv)Impede or redirect flood flows. 

Potentially Significant.  Mitigation Measures USS-2 described below.  Less than significant with 
incorporation of Mitigation 
Measure USS-2.  

Impact 5.9-4: Project implementation would 
not risk the release of pollutants due to project 
inundation. 

Less than significant.  No mitigation required  Less than significant. 

Impact 5.9-5: Project implementation would 
not conflict with or obstruct implementation of a 
water quality control plan or sustainable 
groundwater management plan. 

Less than significant.  No mitigation required  Less than significant. 

Cumulative Impact Less than significant.  No mitigation required  Less than significant. 
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Table 1-1 Summary of Environmental Impacts, Mitigation Measures and Levels of Significance After Mitigation 

Environmental Impact 
Level of Significance  

Before Mitigation Mitigation Measures 
Level of Significance  

After Mitigation 

5.10  LAND USE AND PLANNING 

Impact 5.10-1: Project implementation would 
not physically divide an established community. 

Less than significant.  No mitigation required  Less than significant. 

Impact 5.10-2: Project Implementation would 
not conflict with applicable plans adopted for 
the purpose of avoiding or mitigating an 
environmental effect. 

Less than significant.  No mitigation required  Less than significant. 

Cumulative Impact Less than significant.  No mitigation required  Less than significant. 

5.11  NOISE 

Impact 5.11-1: Construction activities would 
result in temporary noise increases in the 
vicinity of the proposed project that would not 
exceed local standards. 

Less than significant.  No mitigation required  Less than significant. 

Impact 5.11-2: Project implementation would 
result in long-term operation-related noise that 
would not exceed local standards. 

Less than significant.  No mitigation required  Less than significant. 

Impact 5.11-3: The project would not create 
excessive short- or long-term groundborne 
vibration and groundborne noise. 

Less than significant.  No mitigation required  Less than significant. 

Impact 5.11-4: The proximity of the project site 
to an airport or airstrip would not result in 
exposure of future resident and/or workers to 
airport-related noise. 

Less than significant.  No mitigation required  Less than significant. 

Cumulative Impact Potentially Significant 
(Operational traffic 
impact)  

No feasible mitigation measures are available to reduce the significant and unavoidable 
cumulative transportation impact. 

Significant and 
Unavoidable  
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Table 1-1 Summary of Environmental Impacts, Mitigation Measures and Levels of Significance After Mitigation 

Environmental Impact 
Level of Significance  

Before Mitigation Mitigation Measures 
Level of Significance  

After Mitigation 

5.12  POPULATION AND HOUSING 

Impact 5.12-1: The proposed project would not 
result in population growth in the project area 
either directly or indirectly. 

Less than significant.  No mitigation required  Less than significant. 

Impact 5.12-2: Project implementation would 
not result in displacing people and/or housing. 

No Impact.  No mitigation required.  No Impact. 

Cumulative Impact Less than significant.  No mitigation required  Less than significant. 

5.13  PUBLIC SERVICES 

FIRE PROTECTION AND EMERGENCY SERVICES 

Impact 5.13-1: The proposed project would 
introduce new structures and increase student 
enrollment capacities into the service 
boundaries of the Jackson Fire Department, 
Ione Fire Department, and Sutter Creek Fire 
Protection District, but would not new or 
physically altered fire protection facilities. 

Less than significant.  No mitigation required  Less than significant. 

POLICE PROTECTION 

Impact 5.13-2: The proposed project would 
increase student enrollment capacities in the 
service boundaries of the Jackson Police 
Department, Ione Police Department, and 
Sutter Creek Police Department, but would not 
require new or physically altered police 
protection facilities. 

Less than significant.  No mitigation required  Less than significant. 

SCHOOL SERVICES 

Impact 5.13-3: The proposed project would 
increase enrollment capacities at the Argonaut 
High School, Ione Junior High School, and 
Sutter Creek; however, the proposed project 
would not require new or physically altered 

Less than significant.  No mitigation required  Less than significant. 
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Table 1-1 Summary of Environmental Impacts, Mitigation Measures and Levels of Significance After Mitigation 

Environmental Impact 
Level of Significance  

Before Mitigation Mitigation Measures 
Level of Significance  

After Mitigation 

school facilities beyond what is evaluated in 
this DEIR. 

LIBRARY SERVICES 

Impact 5.13-4: The proposed project would not 
generate new residents in the County, and 
therefore, would not exacerbate library services 
within the Amador County Library system. 

Less than significant.  No mitigation required  Less than significant. 

Cumulative Impact Less than significant.  No mitigation required  Less than significant. 

5.14  RECREATION 

Impact 5.14-1: The proposed project would not 
generate additional residents nor students that 
would increase the use of existing park and 
recreational facilities that could cause a 
substantial physical deterioration of the facility 
to occur or be accelerated. 

Less than significant.  No mitigation required  Less than significant. 

Impact 5.14-2: Project implementation would 
not require the construction or expansion of 
recreational facilities nor result in the need for a 
new or physically altered park which might 
have an adverse physical effect on the 
environment. 

Less than significant.  No mitigation required  Less than significant. 

Cumulative Impact Less than significant.  No mitigation required  Less than significant. 

5.15  TRANSPORTATION 

Impact 5.15-1: The proposed project would not 
conflict with a program, plan, ordinance, or 
policy addressing the circulation system, 
including transit, roadway, bicycle, and 
pedestrian facilities 

Less than significant.  No mitigation required  Less than significant. 
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Table 1-1 Summary of Environmental Impacts, Mitigation Measures and Levels of Significance After Mitigation 

Environmental Impact 
Level of Significance  

Before Mitigation Mitigation Measures 
Level of Significance  

After Mitigation 

drain design for each school site has been approved and storm drain 
upgrades or improvements have been approved, if necessary. 

Solid Waste 

Impact 5.17-6: Project-generated solid waste 
would not be in excess of state or local 
standards, or in excess of the capacity of local 
infrastructure, or otherwise impair the 
attainment of solid waste reduction goals. 

Less than significant.  No mitigation required  Less than significant. 

Impact 5.17-7: Project-generated solid waste 
would comply with federal, state, and local 
management and reduction statutes and 
regulations related to solid waste. 

Less than significant.  No mitigation required  Less than significant. 

Other Utilities 

Impact 5.17-1: Existing facilities would be able 
to accommodate project-generated utility 
demands for electricity, natural gas, and 
telecommunications. 

Less than significant.  No mitigation required  Less than significant. 

Cumulative Impact Less than significant.  No mitigation required  Less than significant. 

5.28  WILDFIRE 

Impact 5.18-1: Implementation of the proposed 
project would not substantially impair an 
adopted emergency response plan or 
emergency evacuation plan. 

Less than significant.  No mitigation required  Less than significant. 

Impact 5.18-2: The proposed project would not 
exacerbate wildfire risks due to slope, 
prevailing winds, and other factors, thereby 
exposing project occupants to elevated 
particulate concentrations from a wildfire. 

Less than significant.  No mitigation required  Less than significant. 
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Table 1-1 Summary of Environmental Impacts, Mitigation Measures and Levels of Significance After Mitigation 

Environmental Impact 
Level of Significance  

Before Mitigation Mitigation Measures 
Level of Significance  

After Mitigation 

Impact 5.18-3: The proposed project would not 
require the installation and maintenance of 
associated infrastructure (such as roads, fuel 
breaks, emergency water sources, power lines 
or other utilities) and therefore would not 
exacerbate fire risk or result in temporary or 
ongoing impacts to the environment. 

No Impact.  No mitigation required.  No Impact. 

Impact 5.18-4: The proposed project would not 
expose people or structures to significant risks, 
including downslope or downstream flooding or 
landslides, as a result of runoff, postfire slope 
instability, or drainage changes. 

Less than significant.  No mitigation required  Less than significant. 

Cumulative Impact Less than significant.  No mitigation required  Less than significant. 
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3. Project Description 

3.1 PROJECT LOCATION 

3.1.1 Regional Location 
Amador County Unified School District (ACUSD or District) is the only public school district serving Amador 
County. The county is located approximately 45 miles southeast of  Sacramento in the Sierra Nevada Mountain 
Range. The county is surrounded by El Dorado County to the north, Alpine County to the east, Calaveras 
County to the south, San Joaquin County to the southwest, and Sacramento County to the west. The northeast 
portion of  the county is within The Eldorado National Forest.  

3.1.2 Project Site 
The proposed project would affect eight of  ACUSD’s school campuses: Amador High School (HS), Argonaut 
HS, Ione Junior HS, Jackson Junior HS, Ione Elementary School (ES), Jackson ES, and Sutter Creek ES.1 Figure 
3-1, Location Map and Existing Conditions, shows the eight campuses in their regional and local contexts. 

Amador High School 

Amador HS is located at 330 Spanish Street, Sutter Creek, California, 95685, in the northern part of  the city. 
The site has an Assessor’s Parcel Number (APN) of  018-020-029-000. It is approximately 0.3 miles east of  
State Route 49 (SR 49) and is immediately south of  Sutter Creek ES. 

Argonaut High School 

Argonaut HS is located at 501 Argonaut Lane, Jackson, California, 95642, in the northwest corner of  the city. 
The site has an APN of  044-100-009-000. It is approximately 0.47 miles west of  State Route 88 (SR 88) and 
0.5 miles south of  SR 49. Sutter Creek is located approximately 0.2 miles south of  the campus. 

Ione Junior High School 

Ione Junior HS is located at 450 South Mills Street, Ione, California, 95640, in the southern part of  the city. 
The site has an APN of  004-250-001-000. It is approximately 0.08 miles west of  State Route 124 (SR 124) and 
approximately 0.18 miles south of  Dry Creek. This campus is approximately 0.17 miles east of  Ione ES. 

 
1 Sutter Creek ES has two campuses. 
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Jackson Junior High School 

Jackson Junior HS is located at 747 Sutter Street, Jackson, California, 95642, in the western part of  the city. The 
site has an APN of  020-161-001-000. It is approximately 0.09 miles west of  SR 88 and approximately 0.3 miles 
north of  Jackson Creek.  

Ione Elementary School 

Ione ES is located at 415 South Ione Street, Ione, California, 95640, in the southern part of  the city. The site 
as an APN of  004-261-002-000. It is directly west of  State Route 104 (SR 104) and approximately 0.15 miles 
east of  SR 124. This campus is 0.17 miles east of  Ione Junior HS. 

Jackson Elementary School 

Jackson ES is located at 220 Church Street, Jackson, California, 95642, in the center of  the city. The site has an 
APN of  020-198-017-000. It is approximately 0.14 miles east of  SR 49 and approximately 0.2 miles west of  SR 
88. Jackson Creek is located approximately 0.2 miles south of  the campus. 

Sutter Creek Elementary School 

Sutter Creek ES has two campuses. One is located at 340 Spanish Street, Sutter Creek, California, 95685, in the 
northern part of  the city and directly north of  Amador HS. This site has an APN of  018-020-030-000. It is 
approximately 0.3 miles east of  SR 49. The other campus is located at 110 Broad Street, Sutter Creek, California, 
95685 with an APN of  018-133-009-000. It is approximately 0.5 miles southeast of  Amador HS and the Spanish 
Street location. This campus is approximately 0.75 miles east of  SR 49. 

Figures 3-2a through 3-2c show the existing attendance boundaries for ACUSD. 
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Figure 3-2a - Existing Elementary School Boundaries
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Figure 3-2b - Existing Junior High School Boundaries
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Figure 3-2c - Existing High School Boundaries
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3.1.3 Existing Zoning and Land Uses 
In the City of  Sutter Creek, Amador HS and both locations of  Sutter Creek ES School are currently zoned as 
Public Service (P-S) with a land use designation of  Public Service (PS) (Sutter Creek 2019a, 2019b). In the City 
of  Jackson, Argonaut HS, Jackson Junior HS, and Jackson ES are all zoned and have a land use designation of  
Public (Jackson 2014). Currently, the City of  Jackson is in the process of  adopting a General Plan Update. 
Argonaut HS, Jackson Junior HS, and Jackson ES are all zoned and have a land use designation of  Public (P) 
(Jackson 2023.) In the City of  Ione, Ione Junior HS and Ione ES are zoned as Public Facilities (PF) with a land 
use designation of  Public Service (PS) (Ione 2009, 2018). 

Each campus is developed with school/academic uses. A description of  each campus is provided below. 

Amador High School 

Amador HS is developed with and operates as a high school campus with 19 buildings (includes a combination 
of  permanent and relocatable buildings). The buildings include various classrooms, gymnasium, cafeteria/arts 
& crafts, administration, and library (ACUSD 2022). The campus also includes four tennis courts, pool, two 
baseball fields, one softball field, one sports field with track and field, lawn areas, and surface parking lots. The 
buildings, pool and tennis courts are located on the east side of  the campus; the sport fields are located on the 
west side of  campus. Primary access to the campus is provided from Spanish Street and Sutter Ione Road. The 
campus is partially fenced.  

Argonaut High School 

Argonaut HS campus located at 501 Argonaut Lane is developed with 28 buildings (combination of  permanent 
and portable buildings) that include library/classrooms, office, gymnasium, and storage (ACUSD 2022). The 
campus also includes four tennis courts, one baseball field, two softball fields, one sports field with track and 
field, lawn areas, and surface parking lots. The buildings, surface parking lots and tennis courts are located on 
the east side of  the campus; the sport fields are located on the west side of  campus. Current access to Argonaut 
HS is by Argonaut Lane, northeast of  Stony Creek Road, that connects to SR 88. The campus has a parking 
lot near the front of  the campus, adjacent to Argonaut Lane and one behind the main campus, closer to the 
athletic fields. The campus is partially fenced. 

Ione Junior High School 

Ione Junior HS campus located at 450 Mills Street is developed with 18 buildings (combination of  permanent 
and portable buildings) that include multi-purpose building, library/classrooms, office, gymnasium, and band 
(ACUSD 2022). The campus also includes one baseball field, a track and field, pool, lawn areas, outdoor fitness 
and play area, and surface parking lots. The buildings, surface parking lots, pool and outdoor fitness area are 
located on the east side of  the campus; the sport fields are located on the west side of  campus. The campus 
can be accessed from South Mills Street and Sacramento Street, with parking lots available from both streets. 
The campus is partially fenced. 
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Jackson Junior High School 

Jackson Junior HS campus located at 333 Rex Avenue is developed with 17 buildings (combination of  
permanent and portable buildings) that include administration/classrooms, gymnasium, and kitchen (ACUSD 
2022). The campus also includes one sport field and surface parking lots. The buildings and surface parking 
lots are located on the northeast side of  the campus; the sport field is located on the west side of  campus. The 
campus can be accessed from Sutter Street, Rex Avenue and CA-88, with parking lots available from all streets. 
The campus is partially fenced. 

Ione Elementary School 

Ione ES campus located at 415 S. Ione Street is developed with 28 buildings (combination of  permanent and 
portable buildings) that include administration/classrooms, library, band room and platform, and multi-purpose 
and kitchen (ACUSD 2022). The campus also includes one sport field, two outdoor playgrounds and hardtop 
play areas, and a surface parking lot. The buildings, hardtop play areas, and surface parking lot are located on 
the west side of  the campus; the sport field is located on the east side of  campus. The campus can be accessed 
from Ione Street, which directly connects to CA-104. The campus is partially fenced. 

Jackson Elementary School 

Jackson ES campus located at 220 Church Street is developed with 12 buildings (combination of  permanent 
and portable buildings) that include classrooms, multi-purpose building, and library ACUSD 2022). The campus 
also includes one sport field, two outdoor playgrounds, two basketball courts and hardtop play areas, lawn areas. 
The buildings and one playground are located on the east side of  the campus; the sport field, basketball courts 
and sport field is located on the west side of  campus. The campus can be accessed from Church Street. The 
campus is fenced. 

Sutter Creek Elementary School 

Sutter Creek ES includes two campuses as described above; both campuses are developed with and operate as 
an elementary school campus.  

Sutter Creek ES campus located at 340 Spanish Street is developed with 9 buildings (combination of  permanent 
and portable buildings) that include classrooms, office, and storage (ACUSD 2022). The campus also includes 
a playground and hardtop play spaces on the west side of  the campus, and two surface parking lots on the east 
side and south side of  the campus. Primary access to Sutter Creek ES is provided from Spanish Street and 
Sutter Ione Road. The campus is fenced. 

Sutter Creek Primary located at 110 Broad Street is developed with six buildings (combination of  permanent 
and portable buildings) that includes classrooms, administration, library, and community building (ACUSD 
2022). The campus also has a lawn area, two playgrounds, and two hardtop play areas. Access to Sutter Creek 
Primary is provided from Broad Street, Cole Street, and Fullen. The campus is partially fenced.  
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3.1.4 Surrounding Land Uses 

Amador High School 

Amador HS is mainly surrounded by residential properties with the land use designation of  Residential Single 
Family (RSF) and zoning of  One Family Dwelling (R-1) to the north, east, and south. Commercial properties 
to the east have a land use designation of  Commercial (C) and zoning of  Commercial (C-2). Sutter Creek ES 
campuses is located directly north with a land use designation of  Public Service (PS) and zoning of  Public (P). 
More residential properties are located to the west of  Oro Madre Way with the land use designation of  
Residential Low Density (RL) and zoning of  Residential Low Density (R-L) with a Planned Development 
Overlay  (Sutter Creek 2019a, 2019b). 

Argonaut High School 

The west and south sides of  Argonaut HS represent the city limits. Residential properties located directly north 
have a land use designation and zoning of  Residential Single Family, Residential Low Density, and Residential 
Medium Density. Land east of  Argonaut Lane, including the Amador Superior Court and County Amador 
County Grand Jury, have a land use designation and zoning of  Professional Office. More residential uses are 
located further east with a land use designation and zoning of  Residential Single Family (Jackson 2014).  

Based on the City's General Plan Update, residential properties located directly north have a land use 
designation and zoning of  Residential Single Family (RSF), Residential Duplex (RD), and Residential Medium 
Density (RM). Land east of  Argonaut Lane, including the Amador Superior Court and County Amador County 
Grand Jury, have a land use designation and zoning of  Professional Office (PO) with a Planned Development 
Overlay. More residential uses are located further east with a land use designation and zoning of  Residential 
Single Family (RSF) (Jackson 2023). 

Ione Junior High School 

Residential properties directly north of  Ione Junior HS have a land use designation of  Low Density Residential 
(RL) and a zoning of  One Family (6.7 du/ac max) (R-1b) and Limited Multiple Family (14.5 du/ac max) (R-2). 
Land to the southwest have a land use designation of  Special Planning Area (SPA) and a zoning of  Heavy 
Industrial and Mining (M-2), Limited Manufacturing and Industrial (M-1), and Heavy Commercial (C-3). There 
is a small portion of  commercial properties with a land use designation of  General Commercial (GC) and 
zoning of  Heavy Commercial (C-3) to the east of  the campus (Ione 2009, 2018).  

Jackson Junior High School 

Residential properties to the south and west of  Jackson Junior HS campus have a land use designation and 
zoning of  Residential Single Family. Residential properties to the northwest of  campus have a land use 
designation and zoning of  Residential High Density, Residential Medium Density, and Professional Office. 
Commercial properties located north, beyond Sutter Street, have a land use designation and zoning of  Limited 
Commercial and Commercial. Land to the east, bordering SR 88, has a land use designation and zoning of  
Commercial and Recreation for Detert Park (Jackson 2014).  
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Based on the City's General Plan Update, residential properties to the south and west of  Jackson Junior HS 
campus have a land use designation and zoning of  Residential Single Family (RSF). Residential properties to 
the northwest of  campus have a land use designation and zoning of  Residential High Density (RH), Residential 
Medium Density (RDM), and Professional Office (PO). Commercial properties located north, beyond Sutter 
Street, have a land use designation and zoning of  Limited Commercial (LC) and Commercial (C). Land to the 
east, bordering SR 88, has a land use designation and zoning of  Commercial (C) and Open Space (OS) (Jackson 
2023). 

Ione Elementary School 

Land directly north of  Ione ES campus has a land use designation of  Downtown Transition (DT) and zoning 
of  Commercial Transition (C-T). The land to the east have a land use designation of  High Density Residential 
(RH) and zoning of  Planned Development (PD). Properties northeast of  the campus, south of  Foothill 
Boulevard, have a land use designation of  General Commercial (GC) and zoning of  Heavy Commercial (C-3). 
Open land directly south of  campus have a land use designation of  Parks and Rec (PR) and zoning of  Parks 
and Community Services (PCS). Commercial properties to the west have a land use designation of  General 
Commercial (GC) and zoning of  Heavy Commercial (C-3) and Commercial Transition (C-T) (Ione 2009, 2018). 

Jackson Elementary School 

Properties to the west, including Amador County Museum, have a land use designation and zoning of  Public. 
Land to the north has a land use designation and zoning of  Professional Office. Properties to the east and 
south of  campus have a land use designation and zoning of  Historic Commercial (Jackson 2014). 

Based on the City's General Plan Update, properties to the west, including Amador County Museum, have a 
land use designation and zoning of  Public (P). Land to the north has a land use designation and zoning of  
Residential Single Family (RSF) and Professional Office (PO). Properties to the east and south of  campus have 
a land use designation and zoning of  Historic Commercial (HC) in the Historic District Overlay (Jackson 2023). 

Sutter Creek Elementary School 

Sutter Creek ES is mainly surrounded by residential properties with the land use designation of  Residential 
Single Family (RSF) and zoning of  One Family Dwelling (R-1) to the north, east, and south. Commercial 
properties to the east have a land use designation of  Commercial (C) and zoning of  Commercial (C-2). Amador 
HS campus is located directly south with a land use designation of  Public Service (PS) and zoning of  Public 
(P). More residential properties are located to the west of  Oro Madre Way with the land use designation of  
Residential Low Density (RL) and zoning of  Residential Low Density (R-L) with a Planned Development 
Overlay (Sutter Creek 2019a, 2019b). 

3.2 STATEMENT OF OBJECTIVES 
Objectives for the School Closure/Consolidation Program Project will aid decision makers in their review of  
the project and associated environmental impacts: 
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The District would convert Jackson Junior HS into the County Preschool Center. This would change the 
enrollment capacity and grade levels from 475 students of  grades 6 through 8, to a potential maximum capacity 
of  195 preschool and TK students. The number of  teaching stations would decrease from 19 to 15. Restrooms 
and fountains would be converted to have age-appropriate fixtures, but site improvements would not be 
required. 

The District would add 6 grade to Jackson ES. The enrollment capacity of  575 students and 23 teaching stations 
would remain the same. No site improvements would be required at this campus. 

The District would expand Sutter Creek ES to create a TK through 6 grade campus. This would increase the 
enrollment capacity from 325 students of  grades TK through 2 to 625 students of  grades TK through 6. The 
number of  teaching stations would increase from 13 to 25. To accommodate the increase in students, site 
improvements would be required (further discussed below). 

Sutter Creek Primary School (at 110 Board Street in the city of  Sutter Creek) and Ione ES close for later 
disposition. 

A summary of  the proposed changes, including grade levels, student enrollment and capacity, and site 
improvements are shown in Table 3-1, Proposed Campus Changes. As part of  the proposed project, each 
elementary and junior high school campus would have a campus supervisor that would oversee a valet program 
where campus personnel help load and unload students from vehicles and buses and control vehicles leaving 
the campus (metering) to allow for efficient circulation onto public streets. At the high school campus, the 
campus supervisor would meter vehicles leaving the campus during pick-up and drop-off  times. 
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Figure 3-4a - Proposed Junior High School Boundaries
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Figure 3-4b - Proposed High School Boundaries
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Table 3-1 Proposed Campus Changes 
 Existing Proposed 

Amador High School 
Proposed Action: Ione and Jackson Jr. High Schools Combine at Amador High School 

Enrollment 702 students 
Grades 9-12 

603 students 
Grades 7-8 

Capacity 875 students 
Grades 9-12 

875 students 
Grades 7-8 

Teaching Stations 35 35 
Argonaut High School 
Proposed Action: Amador and Argonaut High Schools Combine at Argonaut High School 

Enrollment 536 students 
Grades 9-12 

1,263 students 
Grades 9-12 

Capacity 925 students 
Grades 9-12 

1,325 students 
Grades 9-12 

Teaching Stations 37 53 

Site Improvements  

New 10-classroom 2-story building (with 4 science labs and 6 standard 
classrooms), 
Addition of portable office and 4 portable classrooms relocated from Jackson 
Jr. High School. 
Convert 2 preschool classrooms to regular classrooms. 
Convert classroom for counseling office. 
Kitchen renovation and expansion. 
Renovate and expand gymnasium locker rooms. 
New parent drop-off 
New access road connecting to Stony Creek Road. 
Accessibility Compliance throughout campus. 
 
(See Figure 3-5, Argonaut High School Site Improvements) 

Ione Junior High School 
Proposed Action: Ione Elementary School Moves to Ione Jr. High School, Accommodate Preschool and Transitional Kindergarten - 
Sixth Grade Students 

Enrollment 393 students 
Grades 6-8 

649 students 
Preschool, grades TK-6 

Capacity 775 students 
Grades 6-8 

801 students 
Preschool, grades TK-6 

Teaching Stations 31 33 

Site Improvements  

New 2 classroom building and playground for preschool, TK and Extended 
Learning. 
Convert science labs into K classrooms. 
Convert restrooms to K restrooms. 
Kitchen expansion. 
Expanded parent drop-off/pick-up areas. 
Expanded kindergarten drop-off/pick-up areas. 
New play structure and hard court areas. 
3,000 square feet of new lawn area 
 
(See Figure 3-6, Ione Elementary School at Former Ione Junior High School 
Site Improvements) 
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Table 3-1 Proposed Campus Changes 
 Existing Proposed 

Jackson Junior High School 
Proposed Action: Jackson Jr. High Becomes County Preschool Center 

Enrollment 346 students 
Grades 6-8 

41 students 
Preschool 

Capacity 475 students 
Grades 6-8 

195 students 
Preschool, TK grades 

Teaching Stations 19 15 
Site Improvements  Convert restrooms and fountains with age-appropriate fixtures 
Jackson Elementary School 
Proposed Action: Jackson Elementary School adds back Sixth Grade Students 

Enrollment 500 students 
Grades TK-5 

528 students 
Grades TK-6 

Capacity 575 students 
TK-5 grades 

575 students 
Grades TK-6 

Teaching Stations 23 23 
Sutter Creek Elementary School 
Proposed Action: Sutter Creek Elementary School expands to create Transitional Kindergarten - Sixth Grade Campus 

Enrollment 204 students 1 

Grades 3-6 
388 students 
Grades TK-6 

Capacity 325 students 
Grades 3-6 

625 students 
Grades TK-6 

Teaching Stations 13 25 

Site Improvements  
New 12 classroom building includes lunch shelter 
 
(See Figure 3-7, Sutter Creek Elementary School Site Improvements) 

Notes: 
1 Sutter Creek ES and Sutter Creek Primary campuses have an existing enrollment of 380 students and serve grades TK-6. 

 

Argonaut High School Site Improvements 

To accommodate the increase in students from combining Amador and Argonaut High Schools, site 
improvements would be required at the existing Argonaut HS campus. The District is proposing to add a two-
story, ten-classroom building with four science labs and six standard classrooms totaling approximately 14,288 
square feet, relocate a portable office and four portable classrooms totaling approximately 5,760 square feet 
from Jackson Junior HS to this campus, convert two preschool classrooms to regular classrooms totaling 
approximately 1,920 square feet, convert a classroom for counseling offices, a kitchen renovation and expansion 
totaling approximately 4,200 square feet, and renovate and expand gymnasium locker rooms, totaling 
approximately 3,400 square feet. The total new building or renovated square footage would be approximately 
28,608 and a 21,464 square feet footprint. The proposed ten-classroom building would be all-electric. 
Additionally, 26,000 square feet of  hardscape will be added. For these improvements, 27 trees would need to 
be removed ranging from a 4-inch diameter to a 36-inch diameter and 5,700 building square feet will be 
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demolished. The proposed project would also include accessibility compliance and fire lane improvements 
throughout campus. 

The campus would have a new pick-up/drop-off  with a new egress driveway connecting to Stony Creek Road. 
The pick-up/drop-off  would be expanded compared to existing conditions by separating parent and bus drop 
off  and providing a new driveway between the eastern parking lot and western parking lot and the new egress 
to Stoney Creek. The vehicle circulation onsite would provide for more vehicles to be accommodated on 
campus. As discussed above, the campus supervisor would be tasked with coordinating efficient internal 
circulation during pick-up/drop-off, including metering cars leaving the campus. 

Ione Junior High School Site Improvements 

To accommodate the increase in students and change in grades from moving Ione ES to Ione Junior HS 
campus, site improvements would be required. The District would add a new two-classroom building, totaling 
approximately 2,656 square feet (building would be all-electric) and playground for preschool, TK, and 
Extending Learning, convert science labs to kindergarten classrooms, and convert restrooms to kindergarten 
restrooms. Site improvements would also include up to new 3,000 square feet of  lawn area. For these 
improvements, 29 trees would be removed. The District would expand the kitchen, and construct a new play 
structure and hand court areas.  

The District would also improve internal circulation by separating parent and bus pick-up/drop-off  and 
constructing a vehicle loop on the southeast side of  the campus for parking traffic. As discussed above, the 
campus supervisor would be tasked with coordinating efficient internal circulation during pick-up/drop-off, 
including implementing a valet program (where administrators help load and unload students from vehicles and 
buses) and metering cars leaving the campus. 

Sutter Creek Elementary School Site Improvements 

To accommodate the increase in students from the additional grades, site improvements would be required. 
The District would construct a new 2-story classroom building with 12 classrooms, totaling approximately 
16,400 square feet and a building footprint of  8,200 square feet, and a 3,000 square foot covered lunch shelter. 
The proposed building would be all-electric. Additionally, 2,400 square feet of  outdoor covered walkways would 
be added. These would be constructed on asphalt and no trees are planned to be removed. The campus would 
continue to be accessed from Sutter Ione Road or Spanish Street, adjacent to Amador HS. There are parking 
lots connected to each of  these streets. As discussed above, the campus supervisor would be tasked with 
coordinating efficient internal circulation during pick-up/drop-off, including implementing a valet program 
(where administrators help load and unload students from vehicles and buses) and metering cars leaving the 
campus. 

3.3.2 Project Construction 
For the purposes of  the analysis in this EIR, it is assumed that construction for the maximum development 
allowed pursuant to the proposed specific plan would occur in one phase at each campus. Construction at two 
campuses would occur around the same time allowing staff  and students to move to the new schools in August 
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for the 2025-26 school year. Construction at Argonaut HS will begin in May 2024 and complete and be ready 
for occupancy in June 2025. Staff  would move over in June and students in August 2025. Construction at the 
existing Ione Junior HS to convert to the elementary school would be conducted in two phases beginning in 
May 2024 and completed June 2025. Sutter Creek ES construction would be constructed over one phase, 
anticipated to begin in Spring of  2027 and would be completed by Spring of  2028 contingent on available 
funding. Construction would include the following activities: grading and excavation, tree removals at Argonaut 
HS and Ione Junior HS, demolition and removal of  hardscapes, building construction, architectural coatings, 
walkway construction, landscaping, signage, and street connection improvements (at Argonaut HS only).  
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