AMADOR COUNTY FISH AND WILDLIFE COMMISSION
County Administration Center
810 Court Street, Jackson, CA 95642

Public hearing items will commence no sooner than the times listed on the agenda. Closed Session agenda items may be heard before or
after scheduled public hearings, dependent upon progression of the agenda.

TO PARTICIPATE REMOTELY BY CALLING IN USING THE FOLLOWING NUMBER:
+1-669-900-6833 (alternate phone numbers listed on amadorgov.org)
Access Code: 758 573 6084#
YOU MAY ALSO VIEW AND PARTICIPATE IN THE MEETING USING THIS LINK:
https://zoom.us/j/7585736084

If all Board Members are present in person, public participation by Zoom is for convenience only. If the zoom feed is lost/hacked for
any reason, the meeting may nevertheless go forward at the discretion of the Chair. The only assurance of live comments being
received by the Board is to attend in person. The Chair will call the meeting to order and after Board input, will invite the public to
comment in person and online.

REGULAR MEETING AGENDA

DATE: Monday, April 27, 2026
TIME: 4:00 PM
LOCATION: County Administration Center

810 Court Street, Jackson, CA 95642
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

PUBLIC MATTERS NOT ON THE AGENDA: Discussion items only, no action to be taken. Any
person may address the Board at this time upon any subject within the jurisdiction of the Amador
County Fish and Wildlife Commission; however, any matter that requires action may be referred for
possible action at a subsequent meeting. Please note - there is a three (3) minute limit per person.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Approval of agenda for this date; any and all off-agenda items must be
approved by the Commission (pursuant to A§54954.2 of the Government Code.)

1. REGULAR AGENDA:

l.a Supervisors' and Commissioner's Reports
Suggested Action: Report Only

1.b Discussion and possible action relative to update on California Grizzly Bear Reintroduction
Bill - SB 1305
Suggested Action: Discussion

l.c Presentation and Discussion: Helayna Pera, California Dept. of Fish and Wildlife Deer Plan
(Video: https://youtu.be/NMx910QZ3Jk?si=5]ShY9Ldh3mRifr3)
Suggested Action: Discussion

1.d Approval of January 26, 2026 Regular Meeting Minutes
Suggested Action: Approve
DRAFT Minutes 01.26.26 Fish and Wildlife Commission Meeting.docx

(AGENDA) (April 27, 2026)


https://amadorgov.org
https://zoom.us/j/7585736084
https://amador.granicus.com/services/legistar/download/pdf/4060130/DRAFT_Minutes_01.26.26_Fish_and_Wildlife_Commission_Meeting.pdf

l.e Presentation and Discussion: Charles Beckman, EBMUD Manager of Watershed and
Recreation Division.
Suggested Action: Discussion

1.f Report from: Amador County Game Warden
Suggested Action: Discussion

1.g Discussion and possible action relative to AB 1722 (Heather Hadwick). California
Endangered Species Act
Suggested Action: Discussion
AB 1722.pdf

ADJOURNMENT:

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you are a disabled person and you need a disability-related
modification or accommodation to participate in this meeting, please contact the Clerk of the Board staff, at (209) 223-
6470 or (209) 257-0619 (fax). Requests must be made as early as possible and at least one-full business day before the
start of the meeting. Assisted hearing devices are available in the Board Chambers for public use during all public
meetings.

Pursuant to Government Code 54957.5, all materials relating to an agenda item for an open session of a regular meeting of
the Board of Supervisors which are provided to a majority or all of the members of the Board by Board members, staff or
the public within 72 hours of but prior to the meeting will be available for public inspection, at and after the time of such
distribution, in the office of the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors, 810 Court Street, Jackson, California 95642, Monday
through Friday, between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., except for County holidays. Materials distributed to a
majority or all of the members of the Board at the meeting will be available for public inspection at the public meeting if
prepared by the members of the Board or County staff and after the public meeting if prepared by some other person.
Availability of materials related to agenda items for public inspection does not include materials that are exempt from
public disclosure under Government Code sections 6253.5, 6254, 6254.3, 6254.7, 6254.15, 6254.16, or 6254.22.

(AGENDA) (April 27, 2026)
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Fish and Wildlife Commission Agenda Item Report

Submitting Department: Board of Supervisors
Meeting Date: April 27, 2026

SUBJECT
Supervisors' and Commissioner's Reports

Recommendation:
Report Only

4/5 vote required:
No

Distribution Instructions:
Inter-Department



Fish and Wildlife Commission Agenda Item Report

Submitting Department: Board of Supervisors
Meeting Date: April 27, 2026

SUBJECT
Discussion and possible action relative to update on California Grizzly Bear Reintroduction Bill - SB
1305

Recommendation:
Discussion

4/5 vote required:
No

Distribution Instructions:
Inter-Department



Fish and Wildlife Commission Agenda Item Report

Submitting Department: Board of Supervisors
Meeting Date: April 27, 2026

SUBJECT
Presentation and Discussion: Helayna Pera, California Dept. of Fish and Wildlife Deer Plan (Video:
https://youtu.be/NMx910QZ3Jk?si=5]ShY9Ldh3mRifr3)

Recommendation:
Discussion

4/5 vote required:
No

Distribution Instructions:
Inter-Department



Fish and Wildlife Commission Agenda Item Report

Submitting Department: Board of Supervisors
Meeting Date: April 27, 2026

SUBJECT
Approval of January 26, 2026 Regular Meeting Minutes

Recommendation:
Approve

4/5 vote required:
No

Distribution Instructions:
File

ATTACHMENTS
* DRAFT Minutes 01.26.26 Fish and Wildlife Commission Meeting.docx
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Amador County Fish and Wildlife Commission

ACTION MINUTES

QUARTERLY MEETING

DATE: Monday, January 26, 2026
TIME: 4:00 PM
LOCATION: County Administration Center

810 Court Street, Jackson, California 95642

The Amador County Fish and Wildlife Commission met at the County Administration Center,
810 Court Street, Jackson, California, on the above date pursuant to adjournment, and the
following proceedings were had, to wit:

Present on Roll Call:

Dan Epperson, District 11 Supervisor

Joseph Coughlin, District I Commission Member
Cody Gold, District Il Commission Member
Clayton B. Kelley, District 1l Commission Member
Trevor Glavich, District IV Commission Member
Jeff Campbell, District V Commission Member

Staff: Victoria Keaton, Deputy Clerk of the Board

Absent: None

NOTE: These minutes remain in Draft form until approved at the next Commission meeting of the Amador
County Fish and Wildlife. Any packets prepared by County Staff are hereby incorporated into these minutes
by reference as though set forth in full. Any staff report, recommended findings, measures, conditions, or
recommendations which are referred to by Board members in their decisions which are contained in the staff
reports are part of these minutes by reference only. Any written material, petitions, packets, or comments
received at the hearing also become a part of these minutes by reference.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Supervisor Epperson led the Commission and the public in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

PUBLIC MATTERS NOT ON THE AGENDA: Discussion items only, no action to be taken.
Any person may address the Commission at this time upon any subject within the jurisdiction of the
Amador County Fish and Wildlife Commission; however, any matter that requires action may be
referred to staff and/or Committee for a report and recommendation for possible action at a
subsequent Commission meeting. Please note - there is a three (3) minute limit per person.
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AGENDA: Approval of agenda for this date; any and all off-agenda items must be approved by the
Commission (pursuant to §54954.2 of the Government Code.)

ACTION: Direction given pursuant to the following motion.

MOTION: It was moved by Commissioner Gold, seconded by Commissioner Clayton and
carried unanimously, to approve the agenda as presented.

AGENDA

1. Nomination and Election of Chair and Vice Chair:

ACTION: Direction given pursuant to the following nominations:

a. Nomination of Chairperson: Commissioner Gold nominated Jeff Campbell as
Commission Chairperson. Nomination was seconded by Commissioner Glavich and
carried by unanimous vote.

b. Nomination of Vice Chairperson: Commissioner Glavich nominated Joeseph Coughlin
as Vice Chairperson. Nomination was seconded by Commissioner Gold and carried by
unanimous vote.

2. Guests, Game Wardens Bill Miller and Robert Pera: Supervisor Epperson introduced the
guest speakers. Wardens Miller and Pera provided a short description of their roles as game
wardens and noted that common issues they address include out of season hunting and fishing.
Wardens Miller and Pera will attend future meetings.

ACTION: Discussion Only

3. Review of Bylaws: Commission bylaws provided to commissioners.

ACTION: Direction given by Supervisor Epperson to review the bylaws and report any
questions or concerns.

4. Board of Supervisors and Commissioners Reports:

ACTION: No reports

5. Discussion and Action ltems:

a. Discussion and possible action relative to County Trapper/Abatement Program:
Sheriff Gary Redman and Agriculture Commissioner Eric Mayberry introduced USDA
Supervisor, Ryan McCreary and Wildlife Specialist, Keith Peschel. Eric Mayberry
provided a summary of the county’s current trapper program. Trapper services are
provided via contract with the USDA on a part-time basis.

McCreary and Peshel reported that there has been a significant increase in sightings of
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mountain lions, bears, and other predators, thereby increasing the safety risk within the
county. Sheriff Redman noted that he is authorized to declare an animal dangerous to life
and livestock to expedite a trapping request if a situation requires it.

ACTION: Direction given pursuant to the following motion.

MOTION: Commissioner Coughlin moved to recommend to the Amador Board of
Supervisors that the county increase the trapper contract to full time. Commissioner
Kelley seconded the motion. The motion was carried by unanimous vote.

b. Mokelumne Water Battery Project: Guest speaker Nicolas Sher was unable to attend.
Supervisor Epperson provided a summary of the project and opened the subject for
comments.

The following individuals wished to speak:
Craig Baracco, Foothill Conservancy

Brian Jobson, Foothill Conservancy (via Zoom)
Russ Parker (via Zoom)

Eric Woodruff (via Zoom)

Jenn Anderson (via Zoom)

Craig Baracco urged the commission not to take any action at this time and cited
numerous concerns about the project, which included the very large size of the project,
the amount of soil and granite that would be displaced during construction, inadequate
existing roads/power lines/infrastructure to support the project, water quality and erosion,
daily shifting of water resulting in up to 50 feet of horizontal shore movement, and his
belief that the timeline estimates seem unrealistic.

Other speakers voiced similar concerns relative to environmental impact, fish and
wildlife impact; road maintenance, disruptions to recreational fishing, hunting and
boating, and impeded access to the canyon, salt springs, and wildlife preserve areas, as
well as firefighter access.

ACTION: Direction given pursuant to the following motion.

MOTION: Commissioner Coughlin moved to suspend action pending further research.
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Kelley and carried by unanimous vote.

c. Discussion and possible action related to California SB 395: Supervisor Epperson
directed the commissioners to review SB 395 for consideration of a future letter of
support.

ACTION: Discussion only
d. Discussion and possible action related to legislature that would allow hunters to

carry handguns during archery deer season: Supervisor Epperson provided a
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summary.
ACTION: Direction given pursuant to the following motion.

MOTION: Commissioner Kelley moved to provide a letter of support. Commissioner
Coughlin seconded. The motion was carried by unanimous vote.

e. Discussion and possible action relative to California Deer Conservation.

ACTION: Supervisor Epperson directed the commission to review the conservation
information on wildlife.ca.gov/conservation/mammals/deer for discussion and possible
action at a future meeting.

f. Discussion and possible action relative to permitted bobcat hunting: Supervisor
Epperson provided a summary explaining that the state currently has a ban on bobcat
hunting but that bobcats continue to attack livestock and pose a safety threat to county
residents.

ACTION: Direction given pursuant to the following motion.
MOTION: Commissioner Gold moved to provide a letter of support to revoke the ban on
bobcat hunting. Commissioner Kelley seconded and the motion carried by unanimous

vote.

ADJOURNMENT: Until 4:00 PM, Monday, April 27, 2026

Dan Epperson, District 11 Supervisor
Amador County Board of Supervisors

ATTEST:

Victoria Keaton, Deputy Clerk of the Board
Amador County, California
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Fish and Wildlife Commission Agenda Item Report

Submitting Department: Board of Supervisors
Meeting Date: April 27, 2026

SUBJECT
Presentation and Discussion: Charles Beckman, EBMUD Manager of Watershed and Recreation
Division.

Recommendation:
Discussion

4/5 vote required:
No

Distribution Instructions:
Presentation Only
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Fish and Wildlife Commission Agenda Item Report

Submitting Department: Board of Supervisors
Meeting Date: April 27, 2026

SUBJECT
Report from: Amador County Game Warden

Recommendation:
Discussion

4/5 vote required:
No

Distribution Instructions:
Presentation only
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Fish and Wildlife Commission Agenda Item Report

Submitting Department: Board of Supervisors
Meeting Date: April 27, 2026

SUBJECT
Discussion and possible action relative to AB 1722 (Heather Hadwick). California Endangered Species
Act

Recommendation:
Discussion

4/5 vote required:
No

Distribution Instructions:
Inter-department

ATTACHMENTS
. AB 1722.pdf
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AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY APRIL 16, 2026
AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY APRIL 6, 2026
AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY MARCH 19, 2026

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2025—26 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 1722

Introduced by Assembly Member Hadwick
(Coauthor: Assembly Member Gallagher)
(Coauthors: Senators Dahle and Grove)

February 5, 2026

An act to add Section 2080.8 to the Fish and Game Code, relating to
fish and wildlife.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 1722, as amended, Hadwick. California Endangered Species Act:
take prohibition: self-defense.

The California Endangered Species Act requires the Fish and Game
Commission to establish a list of endangered species and a list of
threatened species and to add or remove species from either list if it
finds, upon the receipt of sufficient scientific information, as specified,
that the action is warranted. The act prohibits the taking of an
endangered or threatened species, except under certain circumstances.
The violation of the act is a crime.

This bill would prohibit the imposition of a civil, administrative, or
criminal penalty for a violation of the take prohibition if the defendant

O Cl d Ddl O 200 T1d W

used necessary and reasonable force to protect themselves, a member
of their family, or any other individual from immediate bodily harm
from an animal listed pursuant to the act. The bill would require a person

96
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AB 1722 —2—

who committed a take, or an attempted take, of a species listed pursuant
to the act under these circumstances to notify the Department of Fish
and Wildlife within 24 hours after the take. Because a violation of this
requirement would be a crime, the bill would impose a state-mandated
local program.

The California Constitution requires the state to reimburse local
agencies and school districts for certain costs mandated by the state.
Statutory  provisions establish procedures for making that
reimbursement.

This bill would provide that no reimbursement is required by this act
for a specified reason.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program: ne-yes.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

1 SECTION 1. (a) The Legislature finds and declares that the
2 federal Endangered Species Act of 1973 (16 U.S.C. Sec. 1531 et
3 seq.) establishes a defense against the imposition of civil penalties,
4 and a defense to prosecution, for the take of an animal listed
5 pursuant to the federal act if the defendant committed the act based
6 on a good faith belief that they were acting to protect themselves,
7 amember of their family, or any other individual from that animal
8 (16 U.S.C. Sec. 1540).

9 (b) Itisthe intent of the Legislature to establish-the-same similar
10 defenses against the imposition of civil and criminal penalties for
11 the take of an animal listed pursuant to the California Endangered
12 Species Act (Chapter 1.5 (commencing with Section 2050) of
13 Division 3 of the Fish and Game-€ede): Code) for when that take
14 is necessary and reasonable to the threat an animal listed under
15 the California Endangered Species Act may pose to a human.

16 SEC. 2. Section 2080.8 is added to the Fish and Game Code,
17 toread:
18 2080.8. (a) Notwithstanding-Seetion26t4-orany othertaw,a
19 A civil or administrative penalty shall not be imposed for a
20 violation of Section 2080 or 2085, or both, if it can be shown by
21 a preponderance of the eV1dence that the defendant—eemm-rtted—aﬁ
eting used
23 necessary and reasonable force to protect themselves a member
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of their family, or any other individual from immediate bodily
harm from any endangered, threatened, or candidate species.

(b) Noetwithstanding-any-othertaw,—it-/¢ shall be a defense to
prosecution for a Vlolatlon of Sectlon 2080 or 2085 or both if the
defendant-eommitted-the-offense-based-onragood h
they-were-aeting used necessary and reasonable force to protect
themselves, a member of their family, or any other individual from
immediate bodily harm from any endangered, threatened, or
candidate species.

(c) A person who committed a take, or an attempted take,
described in this section shall notify the department within 24
hours after the take.

SEC. 3. No reimbursement is required by this act pursuant to
Section 6 of Article XIII B of the California Constitution because
the only costs that may be incurred by a local agency or school
district will be incurred because this act creates a new crime or
infraction, eliminates a crime or infraction, or changes the penalty
for a crime or infraction, within the meaning of Section 17556 of
the Government Code, or changes the definition of a crime within
the meaning of Section 6 of Article XIII B of the California
Constitution.

96
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