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July 13, 2026  
 

RE: Kirkland Ranch Use Permit Amendment Comments  

 
Dear Mr. Beatty,  
 
The Foothill Conservancy provides the following additional comments for the proposed Use 
Permit Amendment for Kirkland Ranch (UP-19;6-3),now scheduled for a continued public 
hearing at the July 14th Planning Commission meeting. These are in addition to our April 8th 
letter on the same project. 
 
As we noted in our previous letter, the County erred in determining the level of environmental 
review required for this project. The County asserts that its approval of the applicant’s proposal 
is categorically exempt from CEQA review, relying on its mistaken characterization of the 
proposed action as a  "negligible increase” in the permitted use. However, the proposed action 
would increase overnight visitation on the applicant’s property by 350%, with commensurate 
increases in impacts on noise, lighting, fire risk and both traffic safety and wear on the 
roadways, which on small rural roads is a health and safety hazard.  
 
The Conservancy notes the letter by Amador County General Services Director Glenn Spitzer to 
the City of Sutter Creek dated June 22, 2026 (attached), called for a much narrower definition of 
"negligible increase” when it commented on the City’s review of a proposed Marijuana Retail 
Facility. Amador County objected to the use of the "negligible increase” exemption with a 
change of retail uses where no structural changes will be made to the existing building. However 
in the case of Kirkland Ranch, the County is granting an exemption despite the construction of 
ten additional recreational vehicle pads and substantial increases in impacts including potential 
health and safety impacts. For Sutter Creek’s proposed Dispensary, Amador County cites a 
foreseeable increase in traffic volume as a principal reason to deny a categorical exemption, 
while proposing a CEQA  exemption for the a proposed Kirkland RV park despite the fact that 
the proposed project would clearly generate additional very large, heavy vehicle traffic on 



sub-standard roads in a highly fire prone area. These are health and safety impacts that should 
be studied and considered in the project review 
 
Amador County’s cannot argue that a very narrow definition of “negligible increase” should be 
applied to other lead agencies like the City of Sutter Creek, “so as to provide the fullest possible 
protection of the environment,” (L.A. Dept. of Water & Power v. County of Inyo (2021)  then 
ignores plain facts to exempt its own actions from proper CEQA review. Rather the County 
should properly review the potential impacts of approving an RV Park in a rural residential area 
to traffic safety, fire safety, noise, visual aesthetics, water and sewer services. The Foothill 
Conservancy  requests the County to withdraw  the proposed Categorical Exemption for the 
Kirkland RVPark application, complete a proper Initial Study and circulate it for review by 
potentially impacted people and agencies. 
 
We look forward to working with the County to address the issues we raised. 
 

 
 
Craig Baracco, Executive Director 
Foothill Conservancy 
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