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Public Comment in Support of Kirkland Ranch

Susan Kohler-Anderson

Good evening, Chair and Commissioners.

My name is Susan Kohler-Anderson. | am a local rancher on
a seventh-generation ranch property here in Amador
County, and | understand firsthand the challenges of
preserving a family ranch and keeping agricultural land
economically viable for future generations.

| am here tonight to express my strong support for Kirkland
Ranch's application to establish nine RV spaces as part of
their agritourism operation.

Agriculture is changing. Vineyards throughout California are
facing difficult economic times. Some growers are even
removing vineyards because grape production alone is no
longer financially sustainable. If we want to preserve our
agricultural heritage, we must also support responsible ways
for farms and ranches to diversify their income.

Kirkland Ranch is taking a thoughtful and proactive approach.

This proposal is modest and well planned. It gives visitors an
opportunity to experience the beauty, history, and agricultural
traditions of Amador County while providing the ranch with an
additional source of income. Rather than changing the rural
character of the property, this project helps preserve it by
helping ensure the ranch remains economically sustainable.



Kirkland Ranch has demonstrated that they are responsible
stewards of their historic property. They have invested in
preserving the land, respecting its heritage, and contributing
positively to our community. | believe this proposal reflects
careful planning and supports the County's goals of
strengthening agriculture through agritourism.

| also respectfully ask the Commission to evaluate this
application based on the facts, the evidence presented, and
the professional recommendations of County staff. Land-use
decisions can sometimes generate strong opinions and
repeated complaints, but your decisions should be guided by
objective evidence, applicable ordinances, and what is in the
best interest of Amador County.

Approving this permit sends an important message that
Amador County supports responsible agricultural innovation
while protecting its rural character. It helps ensure that a
historic working ranch can remain economically viable,
continue welcoming visitors, and remain part of our
agricultural landscape for generations to come.

Thank you for your time, your service to Amador County, and
your thoughtful consideration. | respectfully ask that you

approve Kirkland Ranch's application.

Thank you.



