Agricultural Handler Exemptions

Small agricultural handlers, upon request, may be exempted from portions of the
Hazardous Materials Business Plan [H&SC Chapter 6.95 under H&SC 25503.5. (c) (2)]
based on the findings that due to the reduced risk and unusual circumstances of small
agricultural handlers, the quantities involved, the location, and seasonal nature of use, the
materials exempted do not pose a significant present or potential hazard to human health
or safety or to the environment or affect the ability of the administering agency and
emergency rescue personnel to effectively respond to the release of a hazardous material,.
The exemption is limited to small agricultural handlers (business operating a farm for
purposes of cultivating the soil or raising or harvesting any agricultural or horticultural
commodity) who meet the following conditions and hazardous materials quantities:

Conditions
e All hazardous materials stored 100 yards from neighboring residences.
e One time submission of a complete HMBP with onetime fee/inspection.
e Updated Emergency Response and Employee Training Records kept
onsite.
e Agricultural handler must review and certify the HMBP every three years
with changes in inventory, quantities or operator/owner.

Threshold Quantities
e Gasoline aboveground tanks up to 1,100 gallon (total).
e Diesel aboveground tanks up to 1,100 gallon (total).
o NPK Fertilizers less than 10,000 pounds (1,190 gallon) except ammonium
nitrates.

Agricultural Propane Usage

The exemption is limited to agricultural handlers (businesses operating a farm for
purposes of cultivating the soil or raising or harvesting any agricultural or horticultural
commodity). Handling of propane volumes of 1,200 gallons or less is exempt from
Hazardous Materials Business Plan HMBP requirements. Handling of propane volumes of
1,200 to 6,000 gallons requires a onetime submission of a HMBP with a onetime
fee/inspection and the facility is considered similar to unstaffed remote facilities as
described H&SC §25503.5.(c)(6). Propane tank locations must comply with property line
setbacks shown below.

Agricultural Propane Tank Setback
Propane Volume (gal) | Distance (ft)
1200 to 3000 1150
3000 to 6000 1200

Propane volume of greater than 6,000 gallons requires the submission of an Agricultural
Handler Hazardous Materials Business Plan.



